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53. Io thoſe of the 


„„ Roman Communion. 


HE Deſign of this Addreſs is 
not by any means to Inſult over 
you ; in the Circumſtances un- 
3 der which it has pleaſed GOD 
zin his Providence to bring you; or to 
raiſe popular Odium againſt you. No, 
however neceſſary I may judge that which 
has lately been done, yet I cannot but 
have a great Compaſſion for any Thing 
chat looks like Suitering for Conſcience 
3 lake, 


| things ic docs not incline its Members to &, 
a ſevere Inquiſition into the private Opini- t 
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ſake. And this, I think, I owe not on- 
ly to the Principles of Humane Nature, 
which require that we ſhould have a Ten- 


derneſs and Pity for thoſe that are in Af- +. 


fliction; bur to the Principles of my Re- 
ligion, as a Chriſtian and a Member of 
the Church of Frg/and. I have always 
look d upon it as one of the Glories of the 
Proteſtant Religion, that it gives the Do- 
minion over Mens Conſciences to GOD 
only; that it aſſerts the natural Liberty of | 
Mankind to judge for themſelves what 
it is that GOD expects from them; that 
it makes very charitable Allowances for 
the Ignorance and Miſtakes of Men when 
joined with Sincerity and a true Love of 
GOD ; and that in conſequence of theſe | 5 
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ons of Men, or to be hard upon them up- 
on that account. And on the other ſide, 1 | 
that it has been a great aggravation of the %. 
Errors of the Church of Rome, that the 


Belief of them has been ſo rigidly exact- 


ed under no lets Pain than Damnation in 


the other World, and the being Burnt, or m 
at [caſt Undone in this, whenever it has fe 
been in their Power to effect it. 


of the Roman Communion. 3 
But you will {ay perhaps, That if the 


1- | Opinion of Proteſtants be ſo much againſt 
vs en, how comes it to pals that 
55 | | there have been fo many ſevere Laws from 
time to time made againſt you; eſpecial- 
C- ly this laſt, which deprives your Children 
of of their Inheritance, if they will not re- 
J'S * nounce their Religion; and deprives you 
WI of the Comfort and Aſſiſtance of your Spi- 


ritual Fathers, by torbidding them to Ex- 
4 erciſe any Office of their Function under 
0 pain of lying in a Goal all their Lives if 
they are caught? 
Now in anſwer to chis, I would not ag- 
gravate Matters to make you Odious ; but 
Jas plainly, and as tenderly as I can, lay 
tho Reaſons before you which, we may 
aeſe ſuppoſe, the Nation went upon in making 
ſtheſe Laws, in ſome hopes to alleviate 
that Exaſperation which your preſent Suf- 
ferings may cauſe, and which may very 
ride, likely make you throw away, without. 
the conſidering, all that a Proteſtant can ay 
the for your Conviction. 
act- Aud Firſt, I deſire you Why thoſe of 


ee OE 


Na in 1 the Roman Com- | 
+ or munion have not reaſon to expect the ſame Toleration 
ae With other Diſſenters. 


| has 8 1 


i 9 3 2 would 
But; Rs | 
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would conſider that there muſt be ſome ] 
peculiar Reaſon of this dealing with you 
under a Prince, and in a Nation ſo much 
inclined to Liberty of Conſcience in almoſt 
every Body elſe. We have indeed, a very " 


i Opinion of your Errors, and the dari- © 
ger of them to the Souls of Men; and of 8 
che diſhonour brought to GOD by giving 
to Creatures the Worſhip due only to him. 
Bur beſides theſe, there are ſome things 
peculiar in your Religion which give Pro- if 
:oftanrs juſt grounds of Jealouſic, and 
make your Caſe very different from that | 
ef other Parties who diſſent from the Na- 
tional Eſtabliſhment. [ h 
The-frſt is this, That you own a Depen- | 4 
dence upon a Foreign Power, and a Po W- 
er Which is a declared Enemy to all Pro- 4 
teſtants. You own for the Vicar of Jeſus 3 
Chriſt, and the Head of your Church, a f 
Perfon who pretends to a Power to Be- 3 
poſe Princes, and to give away their Do- 
minions to ſuch of your Church as are a- q 
ble to get them; and who in fact has ve- T 
frequently Exerciſed this Power, and by 
it cauſed great Bloodſhed and Diſturban-# 
ces in the World. Particularly, he has by 0 
Name Excommunicated Two of our own? 


Princes, 


* 


of the 1425 Communion. 8 


6 Princes, Henry VIII. and Queen Elizabeth ; 
6 and has forbid all their Subjects to obey, 
þ or aſſiſt them, and has given away their 
{+ Country t to any Invader that would come 
4 and take it. And he does the ſame in ef- 
fect, every Year in the fa- ef 
orm of 
85 mous Bulla Cænæ by our theſ: Bullsmay 
ng | ing and Government at Þe feen in Bal 
preſent. ar 07287. 
5 Lou cannot wonder if Proteſtants are de- 
E at leaſt to diſarm all thoſe who own 
this Man for the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. And 
nar this in fact was the Cauſe of moſt of thoſe 
ſevere Laws which have been made againſt 
Jou. In the beginning of Queen Eliza- 
en- »eth's Days the Papiſts generally lived as 
eaſie and quiet as other Subjects; bur 


W 
Yro- When the Pope Excommunicated the Queen, 
us and Prieſts were ſent from the Seminaries 


abroad to alienate the Hearts of Her Sub- 
Jeet and Conſpiracies were entred into 
Do- #gainſt Her; then were thoſe ſevere Laws 

ade as againſt thoſe that were Enemies 


> a- 
ve- | To the State. 
by It is very well known how many Con- 


ban f Hpiracies followed that Excommunication 
s by through the whole courte of Her Reign, 
own and what danger the Nation was in from 


ce 871 ; B 3 the _ 
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the Spaniſh Invaſion, which was under⸗ 
taken upon the inſtigation of Romiſh 
!] Prieſts, and upon the Title which the Pope 
gave the King of Spain ro the Kingdom of 
England. 'q 
But I ſhall not inſiſt upon theſe things, or 
the many Provocations we have had ever 
{ince to this Day; or the great Danger we 
may be in at preſent ; ſo far I believe muſt ? 
appear reaſonable to all indifferent Perſons, ! 
that it is fit for us to make all thoſe who 7 
expect to enjoy the Priviledges of other 
dubjects to renounce an Authority ſo dan- 
gerous to us. „ 4 
It may, perhaps, be ſaid that there are 
| {ome among you who do not own the Pope 
| to have ſuch Authority, and that there- 
fore we may ſafely deal more gently with 
i; chem. 5 | ; T1 
As to this, I ſhall not infiſt at preſent ? 
to thew how far this Power of the Popes % 
ro Excommunicate and deprive Heretical F 
| Princes and States is a Dioctrine of the Þ 
Church of Nome; this is certain, that it Þ 
bas been long pretended to by the Head H 
of chat Church; and thoſe who do not ap- 
prove of it ought to ſpeak out, and to 
!'; renounce Communion with him as a 


of the Roman Communion. 7 


r- 'T yrant and an Uſurper, and a Heretick by 
h : pretending ſuch Power from Jeſus Chrilt 
de which was never given him: But ſo long 
of as they ſtick by him, and own him for the 
Head of their Church, and the Vicar of 
or Jeſus Chriſt, for the Judge of Controver- 
er ſies, and the Supreme Director of their 
Conſciences, they muſt not wonder if Pro- 
teſtants can have no Confidence in them; 
15, eſpecially if we conſider how many Me- 
ho thods of Deceit have been taught and re- 
1er commended by thoſe among them, who 
have been, and are (till the great Guides 
of Conſciences. 
The 2d Confideration T would propoſe i: is 
)PC "his, That Proteſtants have a Right by the 
Principle of Self-Preſervation to take ſuch 
Methods with thoſe of the Roman Com- 
munion, as may put it out 
ent of their Power to do them a „id, 4 Gen. 


Conc. Lat.Can. 
pes Miſchief; " becauſe Papiſts 3. de Hæreticis, 


ical re obliged by the Laws of dengel 
the heir Religion to Perſecute eil by that of 


4 proteſtants; and theſe are Conan, Seſſ. 19. 
1 aws that have been as much 


f Trent. Sell. 24. 
ap- put in in Execution when e- 


| to Fer it has been in their Power, and it cou d 
s a pe done with ſafety, as any Laws they 


have. Ir 


and by that of 


An Adareſs to thoſe 
It would be thought too invidious to 
reckon up all the Wars and Maſſacres, 
Burnings and Cruelties of all ſorts that 
have been and are ſtill in the World upon 
this accountz eſpecially what has been done 
in a manner under our view in a Neigh- 
bour Country, the ſad Effects of which, 
not only our Selves but all the Proteſtant 
Countries in Europe See and Feel, by thoſe 
|| yaſt Numbers of poor Creatures that flock ' 
||| ro us to preſerve their Conſciences and 
beg their Bread: Only thus far we cannot 
forbear to take Notice, that there have 
been more hard things ſuffered for not ſub- f 
mitting to the Pope, than ever were in- 
flicted upon Chriſtians for their Religion 
by all the Heathen Perfecutors together. 
Were theſe things the Effects only. of 
' ſudden Paſſion, or Factions of State, which 
often do hard things to one another; there F 
| might be, however, ſome hope left that 
that it might be otherwiſe, ſhould we e⸗ 
ver again come into. their Power: But 


* - . 
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when Men are Cruel upon a ſteddy ſet- 
tled Principle of Perſecution, there is no- 
thing left but to guard our ſelves againſt 
them as well as we can. Not that we may 
lay fully do hard things to them becaufe H 
(| they 


'0 


Sg 
al 


we are ſatisfied have been and are like 


of the Roman Communion. 9 


they have done ſo to us, or our Brethren ; 
for that would be Revenge, or at beſt the 
+ imitating a very bad Example: But eve- 
ry Man has by Nature a Right to defend 
* himſelf, and if that makes it wiſe or ne- 
ceſſary for him to do ſome things which o- 
therwiſe he has no Inclination to, it is not 


1 25 


his fault, but the fault of thoſe who bring 


FS , 
{char neceſſity upon him. 
Mie are convinced that if Popery ſhould 


prevail in England, we ſhould not long en- 


joy our Eſtares, or perhaps Lives, if we 
would not comply with it; and we are 
fenſible, that more than onee we have 
been in great Danger of this; eſpecially 
lately, when it was almoſt a Miracle that we 
were ſaved from it. We are ſenſible alſo that 
the Romaniſts are a reſtleſs uneaſie Party; 
that they have mighty Dependencies A- 


broad which have much prevail d of late; 


that we can't tell what Foreign Power may 
be invited over, or in ſucceeding times 


what Encouragement they may have at 


Home; and therefore we do conceive that 
meerly in our own Defence we may juſtly 
take as effectual Meaſures as we can to 
keep their Prieſts from among them, who 
to 


be 


10 
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be Incendiaries; and to divert their EHates 
into better Hands of their own Relations, 


that they may not be turned againſt us. 
To conclude this Matter notwithſtanding | 


theſe Reaſons, we have to guard our ſelves | 
againſt Popery,yet there are here no Cru- | 
elties of an Iuguiſition, no Burning, no ta- 
| king away of Life, no Dragooning ; nay, the 


greateſt part, the Traders, and thoſe of 


the poorer ſort are ſcarce touched in this 
Act; and as for others on whom it is hard- 


elt, thoſe of Eſtates, yet there is nothing 


| Jones of a ſudden and irremidable ; theres 


Time allowed for Conſideration, and Place | 


left for Repentance and better Thoughts ; | ; 1 
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and in the mean time their Perſons are ſe. | 4 


cure, and they are at Liberty to go into 


any other Country with all the Money 
and Goods they can get, without danger 
of being ſent to the Gallies, if they are 


caught ; which are Priviledges a great ma- # 


of would take to be very great Mercics. 


Reaſons to per. 


ny poor Creatures we have lately heard | 


As far as a private Man 


Cuade thoſe ofthe MAY venture to give his O. | 


Church of Rams pinion of the Actions of his 
to examine the 


Grounds oftheis Superiors, theſe I e, 
Religion. Goyned with ſome peculiar i 


In- | 


of the Roman Communion. 11 


s, \ Inſolencies at this time, very well known 
8. in the Kingdom) were the chief Reaſons 
18 the King and Parliament went upon in ma- 
es king this and former Laws againſt you; 
u- Rand if our Religion be True and yours 
a- Falſe, I believe you your ſelves will hard- 
he l Condemn us for it. And this is the 
of vext thing I would deſire you to conſider 
1 of; chat you: would not take it for grant- 
10 4-4, that you are in the Right, and ſo call 
ng this Perſecution for Conſcience ſake, but 
es | That you would take this Opportunity to 
ow | amine the Grounds of your Religion; 
ts; Py hich will be an advantage to you which 
e. Fray ſoever the matter end. 

aro | , If upon Examination you find your 
ney elves to have been in the Wrong, you will 
ger then have the Benefit and Comfort of be- 
are ng Converted from very dangerous Errors 
And Practices, and of living quietly, and 
— cerring your Eſtates to your Families; 
put if otherwiſe, you find reaſon for your 


77 ö reſent Opinions, it will be a mighty Com- 
- Q. Fort to you in what ever you ſuffer, that 
fhis Jou do it upon evidence and conviction of 
poſe Lonſcience; and not upon Fancy and Pre- 
aliar | udice from your Education. 


And 


12 An Addreſs to thoſe 
And ſo much, I think, in Juſtice you 
owe to your Children, not to Breed them 
up in a Religion which muſt deprive them 
of their Eſtates, till you have well exami- 
ned the Truth of it your ſelves : It will 
indeed be the greateſt Bleſſing to them to 
Breed them up in the true Religion, let 
the Conſequences as to this World be 
what they will; but at leaſt, Matters 
ought to be well weighed before you do 
what will be on all accounts ſo great an In- 
Jury to them, if your Religion ſhould prove 
a 
reaſon to ſuſpect before conlude this Pa- Þ 


ſe, which perhaps, I may give you juſt 


per, if you will but read it without Preju- 


dice and Partiality. Only one thing 1 


would deſire you to have a care of, that 
you be not too nicely ſenſible of the diſho- Y: 


nour of changing your Opinion, now it 


may ſeem to be for your Intereſt. This I $ 


know is a conſideration apt to work very 
TOs and to give a greater Biaſs to the 


Minds of ſome Perſons than the greateſt Fe 
Intereſt in the World. But a good Chri- $$ 


{tian ſhould be contented with the Apoſtle 
to go through evil report and good report, N 
and ſhould deſpiſe the Cenſure of the | 
World, ſo he can bur pleaſe GOD and 
fave his Soul. 1 


= 


of the Roman Communion. 13 
u * And this ſuggeſts another Conftderation, 
n that not only your Intereſt in this World, 
m but your Souls are very much concerned 
i- in this Examination. Your Church is 
11 Þ accuſed by Proteſtants as guilty of a great 
to number of dangerous Errors, and of very 
et } ſinful Practices; of Superſticion and Ido- 
be I latry, of being the Authors, and conſe- 
rs quently having the guilt of a great Schiſm 
do in the Church; and it concerns you to 
n- conſider Whether this Charge be true, or 
ve no? Whatever Charity Proteſtants may 
uſt have for thoſe among you, who have no 
Aa- means of being better In formed, they have 
ju- Huſt reaſon co look upon ſuch Errors and 
I Jiinful Practices as like to be fatal to thoſe 
hat among you who might be better informed 
ſpo- fand will nor. 
it But there is anorher S e which 


— a» 


is I Iperhaps may weigh more with you in this 


ery Matter chan the Opinion of Proteſt- 
the Fants ; which is, That if this Charge a 
teſt gainft you be true; if you are guilty of 
hri- 3 Schiſm and Idolatry, and ſuch groſs Er- 
tle Þors, by the Opinion of your own Di- 
ort, Fines, you cannot be Saved. This is a 
the | Matter that they rhemſelves often urge a- 


gainſt chat Charity which Proteſtants 
C 


> 


ve f 
43. 2 
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apt to have for ſincere honeſt People a- 
mong you that are invincibly Ignorant ; 
beſides, the very {ame Reaſons which they 
urge to ſhew the danger that we arc in, 
do equally hold againſt you, ſuppoſing 
that you are in the wrong. If it be He- 
rey in us to deny the Articles of your nem 
Creed, ſuppoſing they are true, it muſt be 
Hereſy in you to believe them; ſuppoſing 
they are falſe, the Reaſon is the ſame in 
both; and fo as to the Schiſm, if your pre- 
tended Head of the Church be guilty of 
Tyranny, and Uſurpation, and Hereſy 
and Idolatry, and of impoſing theſe upon 
Chriſtians, it is He and his Followers are 
in the Schiſm, and not We. And then, all 
thoſe dreadful things which your o. n 
Writers fay againſt Schiſm and Hereſy, 2 
do as much belong to you, ſuppoſing you 
are in the wrong; as they do to us if we 
are fo. And therefore if what they ſay, 
have any weight with you, it ought to 
make you conſider ſeriouſly whether you 
Are in the right, or no. 2 
I the rather urge this, becauſe it con- 
tains a full Anſwer to that piece of Sophi- 
ſtry wherewith you often deceive your 
Zelves, and endeavour to delude us; That 
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ou are ſafe by the confeſſion of all Sides, but 


+ we are not, and that therefore we ought in 
Prudence to come over unto you. Which is 
2 falſe ; for by your own Opinion you are 
not ſafe, bur in a Damnable Condition, 
3 ſuppoſing that you are in the wrong: 
There is no diſterence at all betwixt us 
and you in this Matter, except only where 
the Truth lies. For if our charitable O- 
Z pinion of the Mercy of GOD to invincible 
Ignorance be true, this is Comfort to us, 
2 ſuppoſing we are millaken,as it is to you, 
2 ſuppoſing you are fo; and on the other 
I fide, if your Damning Doctrine be true, 
this is as dangerous to you as it is to us. 
It lies therefore upon you, even from 
the Opinion of your own Divines, to be 
very impartial in examining the Grounds 
of your Religion; tho indeed our Obli- 


2 gation to ſearch after Truth does not ariſe 


& chiefly from the danger of being miſtaken, 
but from that deſire that every good Man 
2 ſhould have to pleaſe GOD, and to ſerve 
him as well as he can; and the want of 
this deſire has more danger and malignity 
in it than a great many miſtakes in Mat- 
ters of mcer Belief. To be only concern- 
ed to avoid thoſe Errors that may Damn 
Þ RY us, 


. 
* 

| 9 
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16 An Addreſs to thoſe 
us, is the ſame undutiful Temper toward 
GOD, as it would be in a Son to have no- 
concern to pleaſe his Father, but only ſo 
far as that he may not be dil-inherited. 7 
Many Errors that may not be fatal to Ig- 
norant People, may yet be very diſhonou- Þ 
rable to GOD, bring a great Scandal to 
our Holy Religion, and do a great deal 
of miſchief in the World; and theſe are 
things Which a good Chriſtian would 
have a great care of, tho at the ſame tine 
he might hope that GOD would pardon Þ 
him, ſhould he Ignorantly fall into them. 
This, I hope, may be ſufficient to con- 
vince you, that you ought to examine 
well the Grounds you go upon in your 
Religion. I ſhall now endeavour to thew : 
you tome of the Errors which we charge 
upon your Church, and the Reaſons why * 
we Renounced them, and why we think 
ic your Duty to do ſo too. $ 

As to the particulars, I ſhall chiefly con- 
fine my ſelf to thoſe which the preſent Act 
mentions, thoſe to be renounced in the 
Teſt, and in rac Oath of Supremacy. 9 

But before T proceed to them, I would 
ſpeak a little to that which is the great 
ground and ſupport of all your other Er- 

| rors 
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rors, the Infallibility of your Church; which 
if I can ſhew you to be a meer pretence 
without any Warrant or Authority from 
4 Jeſus Chriſt, you will then more caſily 
# hearken to what can be ſaid in the other 
Matters. 

It cannot be expected that I ſhould 
handle rh: Controverſies in their full 


you find what is ſaid here to have weight 
in it, and that it gives you juſt cauſe of 
doubting, I hope you will be ſo kind to 
your ſelves as to come to ſome of our Di- 
vines who may inform you more ful- 
ly, or to read ſome of thoſe Books which 
have at large examined theſe Matters. 
Iiſallilility is the ching Wo 
in che World which a About the In- 
F 13 5 aliibility of the 
IinK g0O0dC QCULLLAN ſhould have Church of Rome. 
che leaſt prejudice againſt; . 
Wor tho I do now believe, ſince I lee plain- 
Ay chat-GObD has appointed no Infallible 
Padlge, char it is beſt all things conſidered 
That chere ſhould be none: Yer I muſt 
ould Fconiels, were I to judge of things by my 
own Reaſon without any regard to what 
6b has done, I ſhould be apt to rhink 


C-3 fſuch 
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ſuch a Judge would be a great Bleſſing to a 
rhe World. Tcould not but be very glad to 
find an Infallible way to end Diſputes a- 
mong Chriſtians ; but Chriſtianity has 
now been in the World near 1700 Years, 
and I do not know any Age in which q 
there have not been great Conteſts and 
Diſputes, except ſome few that were fo 
ſtupidly Ignorant that Men hardly knew 
any thing of Religion, and then no won- 
der if there were not many Diſputes ; # 
from whence, I cannot but conclude, that 3 
either it is the will of GOD for wite Rea- 
fons, that Controverſies ſhould not be 
ended; or that an Infallible Judge cannot 
end them, or that there has all this while 
been no Infallible Judge. 1 

But to conſider this Matter more me- 
thodically ; I have theſe Two, I think, 
ſtrong Reaſons, which make me conclude, Jt! 
| tnere is no ſuch Judge. 1 

I. That you your ſelves are not 2 greed 
who he is. And, 4 

II. That the Reafons commonly 
brought to prove thar there is, or que | 
to be ſuch a one, do, if well weighed, ra- 
ther prove againſt it. 10 

1. That you your ſelves are not agreed it 

who . 


. 
40 
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who he is, and this is a mighty prejudice 
in a thing of this Conſequence ; certainly 
that which is appointed by GGD to end 
2 all Controverſies, ought to be a thing out 


las 
rs, of Controverſy itſelf. There ought to be 
ch Ja plain Commiſſion, a plain Deſignation 
nd of the Perſon, or Perſons, that Chriſtians 
fo might know where to repare in their Dif- 
ew ficulties. But is this Matter plain? Can 
on · you aſſign us any Man, or number of Men, 
es; that have, I wont ſay ſuch a Commiſſion, 
hat but that in fact only have ever ſince the 
ca- Y Apoſtles Days been repaired to by Chrif- 
be I tians, and looked upon as their Judge, and 
mot their Determinations thought ro be Infal- 
hile Mlible - If you can, I for my part ſhall very 


Ithankfully ſubmit, and own the Authori- 
we. 
ink, 


ty. Bt let us ſee what the people of your 
own Church ſay about it. You are ſure 


ude, that you have Infullibility, but you don't 
Know where it is. Some ſay it is in the 
reed WPope, as Head of the Church, and Vicar 


Rof Jeſus Chriſt, others ſay, it is in a Gene- 
only Fa! Council, but theſe differ. Some ſay, 
ughirhey are Infallible if Confirmed by the 
„ ra- Pope; others, that their Determinations 

Ex. ES : 

do not need his Confirmation. But beſides 
zreediſtheſe, there are others that ſay it is (they 
whoſl dont 


_—_ th 2 95 2 * 


dont know how) in the diffuſive Body | 
the Church. 

Now pray Gentlemen, does this ſound | 
like the Voice of Truth, or a Method ap- | 
pointed by GOD to end all Controverfies 2 
In Matters of ſmaller moment we allow | | 
Men to abound in their own Senſe, and to 
differ from one another; at leaſt we can- 
not conclude they are all in the wrong be- 
cauſe they diticr ; but in this we may, and | 
ought, becauſe if there were an y ſuch Þ 
thing as Infallibility in the Church, and 
that deſigned to be the Guide of all Chri- 
ſtians, it could not be a Secret or matter 

ol Controverſie where it was lodged ; we 
ſhould ſec the plain Appointment of GOD, 
or at leaſt we ſhould ſee in the Hiſtory of 
the Church to whom Chriſtians had ap- 
peal d in all Ages. And for the Chriſtian Hh: 

Church to be at uncertainty where to go 

for ſo long a time to end their Diſputes ; 
is the ſame ſort of Abſurdity that it would 
be in a Nation for 1700 Years together not WM 
to know where to go for Juſtice. 4 

Eut this Ablurgiry will appear the great- 
er if we conſider beſides this, that tho the 
Church of Rome be united together in a 
ſtrong Bond of External Government and 

Polity, 
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of Polity, yet in truth and reality, this Dif- 

ference about the Guide of their Faith, 
nd makes them different Churches and of diffe- 
p- rent Religions. For a diſſerent Guide and 
'S2 Judge, if he be eſteem d Infallible, muſt 
OW i make a different Rule of Faith; becauſe his 
to FDcterminations mult be part of the Rule 
an- fof Faith ; and a different Rule of Faith 
be- muſt make a different Religion. To in- 
nd Aſtance in particular, thoſe that own Ge- 
36h Breral Councils to be Infallible, muſt take 
heir Decrees as part of the Rule of their 
Faith; but now they that own the Pope 
for Infallible, muſt beſides, take in all his 
ſolemn Determinations, and fo have a much 


JD, larger Rule of their Faith than the other, 
of and in many Caſes, very different, and 


Frhat may be much more different than it 
Is now; for if he be indeed Fallible, as many 
f them ſay that he is, he may determine 
Fice to be Vertue, and Vertue to be Vice, 
he may fall into great Errors, as other Fal- 
Hible Men may do, and as ſome of them 
In fact have done; and yet thoſe of that 
eat · Church who own him to be Infallible, muſt 
the take theſe things as part of the Rule of 
in aWheir Faith, and Manners. : 
andi Theſe I rake to be undeniable Conſequen- 
licy, ces 


res; 
ig 
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of Chriſtians know nothing at all of the 
Matter; and thoſe who do pretend to 


bout it as thoſe that do not; only they 
agree in a Name, which leads them diffe- 
rent. ways, perhaps all wrong, and only 
more 7yfallibly ſecures them in Error. 
But I would now ſpeak a word or two to 


tender is the Pope, who ſeems indeed to 


\ Perſon who is always ready to hear and 
determine Matters, ſeems moſt proper, at 
leaſt much more proper than a number of 


Church, 


| ces from the differences among them about 
their Infallible Judge; and I think, from at 
all together, I may well inferr, that there h 
is no ſuch thing; ſince it ſo much concerns | tc 
the World, if there be any, to be at a cer- 
tainty about it; and yet the greateſt part 4 


the ſeveral Pretenders to it. The firſt Pre- Tir 


Men to be ſent from all Parts of the World, 

who can ſeldom meet, and never without 
a great deal of trouble; and this ſeems ? 
to be the moſt genuine Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome; which makes the Pope 
the Center of Unity, makes Communion \ 
with him neceſſary, and a Mark of a True 
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have the beſt Pretence ; for if GOD do 1s 
think fir to appoint ſuch a one, a ſingle 
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ut Church, and makes his Church the Mother 
mand Miſtreſs of all Churches; which is 
re hardly Senſe without Infallibiliry. But as 
15 | to his Pretence, I ſhall conſider it preſent- 
r- ly, when I come to examine his Suprema- 
re cy, for if that fall, his Infallibility muſt 
he fall along with it. One thing only I would 
to | obſerve here, That it ſeems apparent from 
a- hence, that the Primitive Church knew 
ey nothing of his Infallibility, in that they 
e- ] took to that troubleſome and chargeable 
ly Jand tedious way of ending their Diſputes 
by Councils; which, ſuppoſing he be ap- 
to ¶ pointed by GOD to determine them, and 
re- inabled to do infallibly, were not only | 
to ſuſeleſs and impertinent, but indeed dan- 
do 1gerous, and very apt to turn Men from the 
le way by which GOD had appointed the 
nd {Church to be Guided. A number of Men 
at may be good for Counſel and Aſſiſtance - 
Jof one that is Fallible, but mult be utterly | 
Junneceſſary and an incumbrance to one 
that is Infallible. And therefore ſince the 


Church has always made uſe of Councils ei- 
the ther General or Provincial, to determine 
ope Matters of Faith, T may certainly con- 
on clude they knew nothing of his Tnfalli-' p 
rue Pility. 
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As to General Councils, it is 


24 


Infallibility not our preſent Buſineſs to en- 


of Gencral- 


Councils. quire of what /e they may be 
to the Church, or what Exter- 


nal Deference is due to them if we could 


have thoſe that are truly General; but 
whether they are IJnfallible or not: Now | 
as to this, I would only propoſe this one } 
ſhort Conftderation. f 
That they are not of the appointment 
of Feſus Chriſt, but begun zoo Years after 
Chriſt by Conſtantine ; now whatever WIſ- 
dom there may have been in calling fo ma- 
ny Biſhops together to endeavour by their | 
Authority to Compoſe the Difterences of * 
the Church, or to Eſtabliſh good Diſcipline, Þ} 
yet it was {till a Human Conſtitution, and 
I know no way to annex Infallibility to 
what is ſo. If 3 or 400 Men meet toge- 
ther, each of which is confeſſedly Fallible, 
they mult altogether be ſo, unleſs you can 
ſhew a Promiſe from Jeſus Chriſt to ſecure 
them from Error: Now if there be ſuch a- 
_ Promiſe as this, we Proteſtants expect to 
find it in Scripture ; but however, you hour 
| ſelves cannot pretend to it unleſs it be in 
Scripture, or comes down to you by Tra- 
dition from Chriſt and his Apaſtles. As to 
Scripture 
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is | Scripture the very Name and Thing of a- 
i- 7 General Council is quite unknown to it; and 
e as for Tradition, that could as little convey 
| down any ſuch Promiſe, for the whole 
Thing was unknown in the Charch for 300 
7 Years, not ſo much as the Name ever 
heard of. 4 
As for the Meeting at Feruſalem, of 
I which we have an account in the 15th of 
the 44s of the Apoſtles, it was only a 
er Meeting of thoſe that were then at Fery- 
alem upon occaſion of a Complaint that 
a- | was brought to them: And it was a Meet- | 
eir ing of Men, moſt of which were by imme 
of J diate Inſpiration ſingly Infallible; and 
ie, | therefore can be no Preſident for a Meet- 
nd fing of Biſhops from all Parts of the World: 
to And much leſs does this which was an ac- 
ge- Icidental Meeting, contain an Inſtitution for 
le, Ithe future, and a Promiſe to make them 
on IIefallible when met in a Body together, 
ie who ſingly are but like other Men. 
a- If ic be ſaid, that they muſt be Iufalli- 
to e becauſe they repreſent the Univerſal 
our Church which is Infallille, the Difficulty 
in will ſtill return; for tho we ſhould grant 
ra- Ithe Church to be Infallible, yer who ap- 
to Pointed this Repreſentations did Jeſus 
ure ns nes ©, Chriſt 2 


26 An Addreſs to thoſe 
Chriſt > Has he annexcd a promiſe of In- 
fallibility to it? Without ſuch a Promiſe 
as this, there may be Infallibility in the 
Church, and yer 3 or 400 Biſhops, or the 
Majority of them may be miſtaken; they 
may be a Number of Men packed toge- 
ther to ſerve a Turn, they may be guided 
by Faction or Intercit, by their own Inte- 
rel, or the Intereſt of thoſe who lend 3 
them, as in fact it has been more than 
i once ; or if they are good Men, that will 
not make them Infalliblle. We may con- 
trive as wiſely as we pleaſe, bur we can 
never be certain to annex the Supernarural 
Aſſiſtance of GOD to our own Schemes. 
Zo conlude this Head, If the Infallibility 
you Boaſt of be fixed in General Councils, 
there was none in the Church for 300 Years, 
when yet there was the moſt need of them, 
there having been a greater number of dan- * 
gerous Hereſies in that Time, than have 
been in the Church ever ſince. But what 
is worſe, either there was no true Faith 8 
and Religion all that while, or elſe it muſt B 
be granted, that we may have it without 
an Infallible Guide; Chriſtians were then, 
at leaſt in this reſpect, in the ſame Condi- WM 
tion that Proteſtants are now: And I hope 
| it } 
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to be in a better than they were. 
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it will be granted, that we need not deſire: 
The Jaſt Refuge for Tfalibility, is, that 
it is in the five Body of the Church. But 
this J believe muſt be at laſt reduced to 
one or other of the former; for it will be 
very difficult to ſhew how the Church can 
exert its Jnfallibility fo as to be a Guide, 
but either by means of its Head which 
vou make the Pope, or elſe by the way ot 
a General Council; there is no other way 
whereby thoſe of your Communion can be 
certain what is the Doctrine, and what arc 
the Traditions of your Church but one of 


theſe, and therefore having conſidered 


both of them already, I ſhall proceed to 
conſider the way of Reaſoning your Divines 
commonly make uſe of to prove that there 
either is, or ought to be ſuch an Infallible 
8 Judge. _ 1 

As for what they ſay from Scripture, it 
is commonly urged fo coldly, and with ſo 
much diffidence, that we may ſee they do 
not lay any great ſtreſs upon it: But that 
you may not be amuſed only with ſome 
general Words, in truth nothing to the 


purpoſe, I defire you would conſider, that 


there being no Infallibility which can ſerve 
- D 2 to. 
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to be your Guide but only that of the Pope, 


or a General Council, nothing from Scrip- 
ture can be pertinent, but that which proves 


[ Either the one or the other. No Man, or 
0 or number of Men can be Infallible with- 
x out a particular Aſſiſtance, and we cannot 
b̃ ſure ey are 1o without a particular 
| Promiſe. And therefore when you hear 
5 any thing alledged from Scripture, only 
| ask your ſelves, Mhat does this prove ? 


1 Does it prove the Pope to be Zafallible : Or 
does it prove a General Council to beſo : F 
{tir do not prove one of them, it proves 
nothing in this Matter, for you are never | 
the nearcr your Guide for any thing elſe. 
Now as to General Councils, I have thew- | 

ed already, that there is not the leaſt hint 
of them in Scripture; and as for the Title 
of the Pope to it, I ſhall conſider it preſent- 
ly in examining his Supremacy: And in 
the mean time ſhall take notice a little 
what they urge from Reaſon to prove that 
there ought to be ſuch a Fudge ; ought to 
be I ſay, for all the Reaſon in the World 
without a Revelation from GOD can never 
prove that there is one, it being a thing 
that depends meerly upon the appoint- 
ment and good pleaſure of GOD. 1 


The 
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The Writers of the Romiſh Church, it 


© muſt be confeſſed, talk Plauſibly enough 

when they expoſe the Weakneſs of Hu- 

©> | man Underſtanding, and the Infirmities of 

55 Human Nature; and J muſt ſay that in 

un reading of them I could hardly forbear, at 

1 | leaſt to wiſh, that if it had pleaſed GOD, 

r | ſome effectual Remedy had been provided 

8 to ſecure Men from Error. But this did 

Ne. not at all influence me to think that GOD . 
| 01 had done ſo, and that upon theſe Three 
A F Accounts. | 

3 1. Becauſe we ſee in fact, that neither 
9 Mankind in general, nor Chriſtians in par- 

I ticular have been ſecured from Errors; 

that there have been as many Conteſts and 

= BDifterences among Chriſtians as we can 

191 ſuppoſe there would have been, taking it 

ie for granted that they were left in the 

125 State, we ſay they were, without any 

1. ẽsnfallible Guide to direct them; and 

DN - Ktherefore whatever force ſuch a Conſide- 

chat Fration from the neceſſity of ending Con- 

8 14 troyerſies might have had in the firſt Times 
ore fof our Religion ; the matter of Fact does 

Hop now in a great meaſure take it off ; becauſe 

e in 1700 Years the Church has not been 


From whence, as I ſaid 


trecd from them. 
N D 3 before 
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the Will of GOD that Controverſies ſhou'd 
be ended, or that an Infallible Fudge will 
nor end them, or that there is no Infalli- 


from the weakneſs of our Underſtanding, 
and proneſs to Error, and the like, proves 


trom uſing our Fallible Reaſon at all in the 


Reaſon, whether the Chriſtian Religion be 


Determinations are. Theſe are things off 


before, we may inferr, either that it is not 


Fe Judge; either of which, takes away 
tac force of this Argument. 
2. Becauſe this whole way of Arguing 


nothing in particular, and conſequently Þ 
does not bring us ar all nearer Satisfacti- | 
on than we were before. The moſt naru- 
ral Inference from it is, That every Man is 
to be of the Religion of his Country; for 
that makes through work, and excuſes us 


Matter; whereas in your Way, however 
you may cry out of the uncertainty of 
our own Reaſon, yet you mult uſe it in a Ft 
great many material Points, and indeed, 
found all the certainty you have upon it; 
you mult for inſtance, Judge by your own It 


trac, or not ; whether among all the Pro- W 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, yours be the True Þ 
Church; whether there be any Infallible 
Fudge or no, and who he is, and what his 


great 


N 
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great weight, and of a great latitude, and 


indeed take in the chief Points of Religi- 
on, and yet theſe things muſt be judged 


of by that Reaſon which GOD has given 
every Man, or they cannot be judged of 


at all; whereas your whole way of Argu- 
ing from the fallibility of our Underſtand- 
ing, either proves that we cannot judge 


with certainty of theſe Matters, or it 


| proves nothing. 


a ſtrong prejudice againſt what you would 


prove by it. For if you had a plain Inſti- 
tution or a Promiſe of ſuch a judge to ſhew, 
there would be no need of this Arguing, 


Irhat would be Sufficient; and without 
that, no Man can be Iyfallible; and we 


may be ſure that Men have no ſuch Com- 
Enillion or Promiſe to thew, when they are 


N 


- 


forced to uſe fo much Cavilling and Diſ- 
pute about the matter, which is, indeed, no- 
thing to the purpoſe without the other. 


„ be 


We do with much more reaſon inferr, 


that ſince GOD has not thought fit to give 
ny ſuch Commiſſion, that therefore we muſt 
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ake the beſt of thoſe other means which 


t his Me is pleaſed to allow us; to ſearch the 


\ 


gs of Pcriptures, and endeavour to underſtand 


gr Cal 


them 


* 
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: . 

: 

1 b 
' 


underſtand the Old Teſtament without ſuch | 
derſtand the New which is much caſier. 
(for ſuch our Saviour ſpoke to) may have 


 lufficient aſſurance of Divine Truths from 
examining the Scriptures, tho they go a- 


Meſfias, tho the Chief Prieſts did at that | 


them as well as we can. And this is the 
Method that our Saviour directed, Search 
the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have 
Eternal Life, and they teſtiſie of me. From 


8 
45 


4 
1 


which Words, we may plainly inferr theſe 
following things. 7 

1 That the Fews had at that time no 
Infallible Guide in Matters of Religion; 
for if they had our Saviour would have 
directed them thither, but we ſee he di- 
rects them to the Scripture. © 

2. We may inferr that the Perſons our 
Saviour ſpoke to, had without an Infalli- 


225 


Ve Guide ſufficient Abilities to underſtand 1 


the Scriptures, and to have true Faith; o- 
therwiſe we may be ſure he would not 
have ſent them thither, and if they could 


a Guide, much more may Chriſtians un- 


3. We may inferr that Private Perſons, 


gainſt the Governors of the Church; for 
aur Saviour tells them, that they might 
find in the Scriptures, that he was the Truc 


time 
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time reje& him, and were afterwards the 
Authors of his Crucifixion: All which do 
5 abſolutely overthrow the neceſſity of an In- 
* fallible Judge in order to True Faith. And 
there cannot be one thing ſaid againſt Pro- 
$cfants Oo amining the Scriptures now, but 
what would have held as well, againſt the 
oa Ic ommand of our Saviour hereto the Jews; 
di- lu nleſs they can ſhew us a poſitive Inſtitu- 
frion of an Infallible Guide ; but all the Ar- 
5 guments from Reaſon, and the imperfecti- 
i on of our Underſtanding are perfectly the 
and lame in both Caſes. 
| Ihe truth is, all our Saviour's Preach- 
ok Bing did ſuppoſe this, for it had been a vain 
wal ching to Preach to People who had not A- 
N 4 abilities to Underſtand : And if we go fur- 
Weg her, to the Preaching of the Apoſtles, we 
mY hall find that they endeavoured to prove 
the truth of what they ſaid out of the 


no 


ons 7 

e Pcriptures, by which they appealed to the 

cl nderſtanding of their Hearers, and made 

0 a them proper Judges of what they ſaid, as 
= 15 


ar as their own Salvation was ene 


Tor Init. We ſee in Ads. 17. 11. The Be- 
ie reans Were commended as more noble than 
chat Whoſe of Theſlalonica, becauſe they ſearched 


uh Scriptures daily to ſee whether the things 
the 


time 
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the Church of Rome, do themſelves, when 
they dont think of it, in effect confels 


that is founded upon theſe Scriptures, or 


the Apoſtles preached were ſo, or not. The 
Apoſtle St. John commands Chriſtians 70 
try the Spirits; that is, to examine the pre- 
tences that any ſhould make to the Spirit 
of GOD, which ſuppoſes that their Un- 
derſtanding, how fallible ſoever, was ſuffi- 
cient to judge in theſe Matters. 4 

In a word, the writers and Emiſſaries of 


this; for when they bring Scripture, and 
other Arguments to perſuade us to come 
over to their Church, I would ask them, arc 
we proper Judges of theſe things, or arc 
we not? Will our Faith be a true Faith, 


theſe Reaſons that you here bring? If it 
be ſo, then we may underſtand for our 
ſelves, and there is no neceſſity in order 
to true Faith, of an Infallible Judge; but if 
it be nor fo, there oughr to be then an 
end of Diſputes ; for it's in vain to Dit-i 
pute where it's ſuppoſed that we cannot 
Underſtand or Judge; and all offering off 
Scripture or Reaſon to prove the truth of 
their Opinions is only affront and mocke-M 
ry. 


Butl 


* 
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he hut it may be it will be ſaid, Dont we 
70% I ſee People differ about tlie Interpretation 
of Scripture? ſome go one way and ſome 


re- 
ir another, and yet all are confident of their 
1n- own; how can we be ſure that we are in the 


ff right any more than they who are as con- 
ifident in what they ſay as we are. 
of Nov this Objection is founded upon 
nen this, that we cannot have certainty - of 
feſs what is once Diſputed ; which is contrary 
and Ito the Common Opinion of Mankind, who 
zme would have done Diſputing, if they 
thought they could not be certain when 


are 
are once Men differed from them. This does 
aich, indeed overthrow all Reaſon and Religion. 
„ ot Pome have ventured to Diſpute the Being 
If it of GOD, and many more the Truth of the 

our ¶hriſtian Religion, and yet IJ hope we may 
order Me very certain of the Truth of both theſe. 
zur ik Hut T would only urge at preſent this one 


; 


n an] Conſideration. Are all the World agreed 
Diſhhbout their Infallille Fudge? If not, how 
annot han they be certain of that? But to preſs 
ng off his Matter a little more plainly ; they ſay 
th off hor inſtance, that we cant from Scripture 
Ocke. e certain of the Divinity of our Saviour, 
Pecauſe the Socinians a ſmall number of 
Men, diſpute that Matter. But the ſame 


Butl SOCInzans 


© 
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0 Socinians deny their Infallille Fudge, and 
| therefore that mult at leaſt be as uncertain 
Wi as the other: And not only the Socinians, 
but all Proteſtants deny it, which mult 
make it ſtill more uncertain; and not on- 
| ly all the Proteſtants, but the Greek, Arme- } 
nian, Zthiopian Churches; a vaſt Body of 
Men, which muſt ſtill add to the uncer- 
tainty ; and not only all theſe, but all that 
in any Age or Nation have ever diſfered 
' from the Church of Rome; for whoever 
differs from them, muſt deny their /fa/lli- | 
| bility; and conſequently this muſt have 
been Diſputed nor only as much as any 
one Point, but as much as all the reſt to- 


||| Diſputed, and yet makes the moſt Diſput- 
thing in all the World the Foundation 
oläall the certainty they have. 

T have been the longer in examining 
this Point of the Zufallibility of your 
Church, as being that which is the ereat 
[||| ſupport of all your other Errors. 


% gether. Ive "£8 1. 
Ii This, I think, is a demonſtrative An- Kc 
| fwerto this whole way of Arguing, and : 
|| ſhews the manifeſt Abſurdity of it; for ic Il 
makes things uncertain becauſe they arc Ya 
| 

| 
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I now proceed to ſpeak ſomething to 
1 & the Particulars I promiſed ; and firſt Tihall 
> begin with Tranſulſtantiation, which is the 
t firſt thing Renounced in the Teſt. 
The Senſe of the Church of England in 
this Matter ſeems to be this, That th6 
or {© Believers in the faithful and due receiving 
r- Þ} of this Holy Sacrament are made Partakers 
ar of the Benefits of the Death of Chriſt, that 
ed is of the breaking of his Body and the 
er ſhedding his Blood, and ſo may be pro- 
li- perly enough ſaid to be Partakers of his 
ve Body and Blood, yet that which they take 
ny into their Mouths is really but Bread and 
to- Wine ſet apart for a holy Uſe, to repreſent 
the breaking of the Body and the ſhed- 
\n- ding of the Blood of our Bleſſed Saviour; 
Rand therefore in a Sacramental Senſe, may 
r ic Abe called his Body and Blood, tho in truth 
arc and reality they are but Bread and Wine. 
Pur- Y Both Sides do in ſome Senſe own a real 
cion WPreſence of Chriſt in this Sacrament, but 
his one thing, if obſerved, will ſufficiently 

ning Whew the bene that Proteſtants ſay, 
Your hat in the devour and holy Uſe of this Sa- 
:rcat rament, Chriſt will be preſent with his 
Hrace and Aſſiſtance to the Souls of good 
People; but that the Things which appear 
E before 


1 


2 


ſidle, ſay, that the Things which lie before ö 


loſe their own Nature & Subſtance of Bread 
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beforc us, which we Eat and Drink, are 
not Chriſt, bur Bread and Wine. | 
Thoſe ofthe Church of Rome on the other 


them, which they put inro their Mouths, 
tho before Conſecration they are Bread and 
Wine, yet upon pronouncing thoſe Words, 
This is my Body, and this is my Blood, they 


and Vine, and become very Chriſt, the very 
ſame Chriſt thar was Born of the Virgin 
Mar), and that ſuffered uponthe Croſs. And 
therefore pay them the ſame Divine Ho- 
nour and Worſhip as if GOD or Chrilt did 
truly and openly appear before them. 

Now the whole ground of this Diſpute 
lies in the Words of the Inſtitution, This 
is my Body, and this is my Blood. They 
ſay, that the Words ought to be under- 
ſtood in the plain literal Senſe; Ne ſay 
they ought to be underſtood as uſed if 
by Chriſt in his Inſtituting a Sacrament, 
that is, appointing one thing to be a re- 
preſentation and a memorial of another; [ 
and which becauſe it does repreſent, may, 
very well be called by the Name of that, 
Thing which is repreſented by it, which; 
we think to be a very natural, caſy mal 4 
oil 


9 
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way of ſpeaking, and agreeable as to that 
preſent occaſion, ſo to other Forms of 
et 2 Speech of the ſame Nature which had been: 
in uſe among thoſe People to whom our: 
5 Saviour ſpoke. 
But in particular, the time in which our 
GS, Saviour Inſtituted this Sacrament was 
when they had been cating the Paſſover ;: 
which was a Feaſt much of the lame Na- 
cry ture among the Fews that this is among 


Sm RChri/tians ; that was appointed by GOD 
\nd | in memory of their Deliverance when the 
Ho- YAngel of GOD deſtroyed the Fir/t-borz of 
did fall the Feyptians, and this in memory of 
hat much greater Bleſſing to Chriſtians by 
pute Whe Death and Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt. 
J. 575 \s therefore the Maſter of the Family 
Thc) Fwhen he diſtributed the Paſchal Lamb, was 


nder. to ſay, This is the Lord s Paſſover, as be- 
e 13) ing Inſtituted in memory of the Lord's paſ- 
_uſea| [mg over the Houſes of the 7ſraelites ; 1o- 
meow our Saviour being to Inſtitute a new 
a fe. pacrament for his Church of Chriſtians, as: 
That was for the Jews, he appoints a me- 
Morial of che breaking of his Body and the 
"Wedding of his Blood, and in the very 


——— 5X4 44 eos 


Which ame figure of Speech that the other was. 
7 Wal Lis is my Body, or this is the Lord s Body, 
-- OM E could 


1 
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could be no ſtrange form of Speech to them, 
who juſt before had heard him ſay, This is 
the Lord's Paſſover, and who had been 
conſtantly uſed to that form of Speech. 
And accordingly, we do not find that 
they were in any difficulty or ſurprize in 
the Matter, which they could not have a- 
voided if the Words are to be underſtood 
Juſt as they found ; for it was a Matter more 


' tian a little amazing, eſpecially to thoſe Þ 
_ who never had been uſed to ſuch ſort of 
| Myſteries, that their Maſter thould take a 


piece of Bread in his Hand,and with ſpeak- 


ing a few Words, ſhould make ic bonne, | 
without any apparent Change, that very 
Body which was then ſtanding before them. 
That he ſhould hold his own Body whole 


and entire in his own Hand; that they 


ſhould put the ſame one Body whole and J 
entire into each of their Mouths, that 
they ſhould eat him firſt, and drink him 


afterwards,and yet that he ſhould ſtand by 


them untouched all the while; beſides, the 

very uncouthneſs and horror of the Inſtitu- 
tion, to eat their Maſter, a Perſon whom 
they loved, and had reaſon to love, .and 
to drink Human Blood; theſe are things 


one would think, ſhould at leaſt, ſurprize 
them 


n 


em. 


jole of the ſame ſpiritual Drink, for they drank 


and of that ſpiritual Rock that fol- 


"IR 
char wel them, and that Rock was Ye AS 


; Chr iſt. N OW here 15 altoge- 


him 


„che 


tiru- | 
of Tranſubſtantiation which thoſe of the 


1ings 
prize 
them 


j 
1 
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them a little, and make them ask lome 


Queſtions about it; for they are indeed 
ſtrange monſtrous Abſurdities ; Whereas 


the Senſe we give to the Words is natural 
and caſy, eſpecially to the Perſons to 
uv hom they were ſpoken, as being uſed to 
2 ſuch Expreſſions, and who had heard the 
like but juſt before, in a like Caſe. 


I have this one thing more to add in this 


Matter, Thar as the Few?ſh Sacraments were 
Signs & Repreſentations as well as ours, and 


ſo were commonly called by the Name of 


what they repreſented; fo the inward Bleſ- 


ling conveyed to them was the ſame that 
is conveyed by the Chriſtian Sacraments; 
and therefore the Apoſtle tell us, they did 

all eat of the ſame ſpiritual Meat, and drank 


35 4. 


ther as plain evidence that the Jews did 
Eat and drink Chriſt before he was Bora 2s 
he Chri/tians do fince : But that is a way 


hurch of Rome don't yet acknowledge; 


3 22 


nd we may conclude, that if the Apoltle 


bad known any thing of that Do; Arine a- 
3 mong 
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42 | 
mong Chriſtians he would have been more 
Ii wary in his Expreſſions, and not have q 


weakend the Credit of it by uſing the fame 
ſort of Words were nothing of the ſame 
thing was meant. 


Yolo 


| From hence we may give an Account of | 
lth that large Diſcourſe of our Saviour in the 


I 6th Chapter of St. Fohu, My Fleſh is Meat | 
0 ijudleed, and my Blood is Drink indeed, &c. 


Ii For if he were Meat and Drink to the Jews 
ſo long before he was born, he might in | 
the ſame manner be Meat and Drink to 
| /rhem till without the portentous way of 
putting his Body into their Mouths. 1 
Ih Chriſt is ſaid to be a Lambiſlain from the 
W | Foundation of the World ; and. in the ſame 
| Senſe was Meat and Drink to all good Peo- 
W ple from the Foundation of the World ; 
thi that is, the benefits of his Death reach 
lh back vard even to the beginning of the 
ill World, though he were put to Death ſe- 
| 0 veral. Thouſand Years after. And they are 
l | the Benefits of his Death which are the 
grcat Food of Souls, that which gives, and 
| || preſerves Life in them, as the Life of the 
[| ||| Body is kept up by: Meat and Drink. | 
NG And this ſuggeſts another Conſideration, 
hat we may know what fort of Eating 


10 : this 
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re this is, if we only conſider what ſort of 
ve ALife is kept up by it. The eating and 
ne dxinking of a Body is proper to keep up the 
ne Life of a Body, but it's only the inward 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of GOD that keeps 
of up the Life of a Soul; and therefore we 
he then Eat and Drink for that, when we do 
eat by Faith or any other Method take in 
&c. that ſpiritual Nouriſhmenr. 
-ws In a Word, our Saviour ſays, Ve gave 
in Wis Fleſh for the Life of the World, and we 
to Fay then not improperly be ſaid to Eat 
of his Fleſh, when we receive in that Spiritu- 
al Life and Nouriſhment procured by it. 
the And that this is the Senſe is apparent from 
ame Mcveral Expreſſions in that Diſcourſe, as in 
Yeo- Mocrſ. 35. And Jeſus ſaith unto them, I am 
ld; e Bread of Life, he that cometh to me ſhall 
ach ever Hunger, and he that believeth in me 


the Mall never Thirſt : Tn which Words there 
+ ſe- re two Things which directly contradict 
7 are this groſs Senſe of Eating his very Body; 
the Firſt chat he alters here the Expreſſion of 
and Eating, and ſo explains himſelf, whoſoever 
f the romes to me, and whoſoever believes in me, 


| hich ſhews that this Bleſſing comes by 
ion, Pelieving in Chriſt, and not by groſs car- 
ating nal Eating. Secondly, The Bleſſing it ſelf 
this | is 


Which words are very true if underitood Þ 
_ ceived from the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; | 


Ing of him in the Sacrament ; for very g 


to ſhew that the Senſe we put upon the | 
Sacramental Words, This is my Body, &c. 
is natural and eaſie, agreeable to the deſign ; 
of a Sacrament, and other Expreſſions of 
the ſame kind in Scripture; and if it be lo, i ; 
we need not be ſolicitous to prove any 
thing 
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is ſuch as does not belong to all that only 

externally receive the Sacrament, but to | 
ſuch only as come to Chriſt with true Faith; 
as may be ſeen, not only in this Verſe bur 
every where through that Diſcourſe ; thus 
verſ. 51. If any Man Fat of this Bread he | 


ſhall Live for ever. And werſ. 53, 54. Ve- | 


rily 7 ſa) ) unto you, except ye Eat the Fleſh | 3 
of the Sor of Man and drink his Blood, ye 1 
have no Life in You, whoſoever eb my |. 
Fleſh and drinketh” my Blood hath eternal b 
Life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. 


of the feeding our Souls by the Benefits re- 


but cannot be underſtood of external Ear- L 


wicked Men often do that according to : 
the Opinion of the Romiſh Church, and are 
only the worſe inſtead of being the better 
for it. 5 
This J believe is abundantly ſufficient | 


3 
2 
2 
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nly thing more about it; for there are ſo many 
to Abſurdities and groſs Contradictions in 
ith; the contrary Opinion, that we ought to lay 
bur hold of any thing that can but make Senſe 
nus oſ the Words, and avoid thoſe Monitrous 
d he Abſurdities. 

Ve- But I ſhall now indeavour to prove from 
"leſh the Words themſelves,that the Senſe which 


N 


» Je the Church of Rome puts upon them, can- 
| 7 not be the true Senſe of them. 

rnal I. The Doctrine of rhe Church of Rome 
Day. Ss, that our Saviour by pronouncing theſe 


ood words this is my Body, made that to be his 


ste- Body which before was only Bread; but 


rift; certainly rhe literal Senſe of the Words 


Eat- does not import any thing of this, and it's 


Very the literal Senſe which they muſt ſtick to, 


8 to or elſe the whole ſupport of their Cauſe 


1 are is gone; now according to all the Rules of 


etter Mpcaking ir ought to have been his Body 
pefore he could truly pronounce it to be 


dent Bo ; but this they deny, and ſay it was on- 


the y Bread till theſe words were pronoun- 
&c. ed, and that the calling it his Body made 
1191 it become ſo ; which is a form of Speech 
S of Auite unknown to the World, and I chal- 


e ſo, enge them to bring any Author either 


2 
* 


an Pacred or Prophane that ever made uſe 
hing | of 


* 
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of Words of this kind in ſuch a Senſe. 14 

Since therefore it is confeſſed, that what 
our Saviour took into his Hands was L 
Bread, and that it remained Bread till the 
ſpeaking of theſe words, This is my Body, 
and ſince thoſe words in their natural con- 
ſtruction cannot be underſtood to effect a- 
ny Change, it muſt remain Bread ſtill; and 
be only the Body of Chrift in ſuch a Senſe I 
as Bread may be called his Body, that is 
in ſuch a Senſe as the Lamb they eat of 
but juſt before was called the Paſſover ;Þ 
by being a Repreſentation and Comme- 
moration of it. : 

2. Another Argument I would make uſe} 
of is this, that our Saviour did not by pro- 
nouncing thoſe Words make whar he gave} 
them to be his very Body and Blood, be- 
cauſe after the pronouncing of them, he 
calls what he gave in the Cup the Fruit of ; 
the Vine. Verily I ſay unto you I will drink| 
no more of the Fruit of the Vine, until that 
day that I drink it new in the Kingdom of 
GD; In which Words are contained thei: | 
three, I think, plain Reaſons, which prove, 
that it was Wine and nor his Blood that 
he gave them. 


8 D 


$ 
b 
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aſe. 1. That He expreſly calls it the Fruit of 


har 1 he Vine, and the Words, they ſay, are to 
was be taken in the literal Senſe, and literally 
che nothing elſe is the Fruit of the Vine but 
ody, Wine, at leaſt, the Blood of Chriſt is not. 
Ohl. 2. In his ſaying that he would drink no 
A a. more of it till he crank it new in the King- 
and dom of GOD, it is ſuppoſed that he had 
on{> heretofore drank of What he then gave 
\r is them. But I ſuppoſe, it will hardly be ſaid, 
it of that he ever before drank his own Blood. 
ver; 3- As the Words ſuppoſe that he had 
ame- rank before of what he then gave them, 
o they do that he would drink of it again; 
e uſe ich very likely muſt be underſtood of 
pro- his eating and drinking with them after his 

gave. eſurrection, for then the Kingdom of GOD, 
be- that is, the new State of the Chriſtian 
1, he aurch, Was come. And therefore unleſs 
it off he Blood of Chriſt can be properly called 
drink The Fruit of the Vine; unleſs it can be ſup- 


» 


r hat Poſed that he had drank his own Blood 


* 
* 


ow off efore, and did deſign to drink it afterward, 


. 


-heſs Mace Words mult evince, that it was Wine 
Irhich he then gave them. 
that I would not conceal that, tho St. Mat- 
bew and St. Mark,recite the Words which 
have Quoted, after the Conſecration of 
Thar} che 


* 
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the Cup, yet one of the Evangeliſts St. Lute 
recites them before, and ſo they may ſeem 1 
to relate to a Cup that went about the Ta- 
ble at the Paſchal Supper. But this Objecti- 1 
on, if well conſidered, does rather the more 
confirm what I have been proving ; for two 
of che Evangeliſts do place it r | t 
after the Conſecration and delivery of the | * 
＋ 
b 


Sacramental Cup, and in them it is apparent 
they can referr to nothing elſe but that. 
Nov if our Opinion about this Sacrament, ' 
be true, the difference betwixt the Evange- t 
liſts in this C ale, is not material, as impor- FC 
ting no difference at all in the Doctrine of 7 
the Sacrament, tho our Saviour s Words are 7 
reported different ways, and ſo this ſecures 5 
the Honour and Authority of all the Exan- 7 
geliſts. But if our Saviour's Words are to 
be underſtood, as the Church of Rome un- * 
derſtands them. it s impoſlible in any tole- 
rable manner to reconcile the Evangeliſts; 
for St. Matthew and St. Mark, muſt, upon 
this Suppoſition, not only pur his Words 
wrong together, and out of that order he in 
ſpoke them, but muſt alſo quite miſrepre- 
ſent his Meaning, and that in a Point of 
r Conſequence; which, I believe, can Hb 
e no way conſiſtent with the Opinion 
which N 


2 
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1 which the Church of GOD has always had 
of theſe Goſpels. But I ſhall conſider this 
Matter a little more fully in that which ! 

1. have to urge in the third Place. 

re [ 3. I deſire it may be conſider d that the 
70 Words of our Saviour in the Inſtitution of 
ly | this Sacrament cannot be underſtood lite- 
he | | rally, becauſe as they are recited by the E- 
nt vangeliſts they are not /erally chi lame, 
at. om "differ as to the /ireral me aning very 
nt, | materially. St. Matthew and St. Mark in 


ze- the Inſtitution of the Cup re- 3 

ö cite our Saviour s Words thus, n 
of is is my Blood of the New Luke 22. 28. 
wwe 7 eftament which is ſped for you; 

res St. Luke recites them thus, 745 is the New 
in- Leſamene in my Blood. Now from this dif- 
to * rence among them, I would obſerye the eſe 
un- Two Ti INTS. 

le-. That the Evangeliſts being ſo little 
ls; Farious to recite the very ſame Words that 
on our Saviour {pake, could not have any No- 
rds tion of a ſtrict neceſl ity of a literal mean- 


he | ing, and of ſuch a ſtrange Doctrine wit ch 
re- could have no foundation bur in the liceral 
r of Interpretation of the very Words that = 
can Npake; this had been at beſt very ſtrang 

10N negligence in a Matter of o great Con! Te. 
ich Hence. F 2.1 


Tg 
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2. I would obſerve that if our Interpre- 
tation of the Words be true, the Evange- 
liſts are eaſily reconciled, as agreeing in the 
ſame general Senſe tho diflering in the Ex- 
preſſions; becauſe both of them denote a 
Commemoration of the Blood of Chriſt, 
and ofthe N em eſtament or Covenant found- 
ed upon it; and it is not, then, very mate- 
rial which is placed firſt; but if they are to 
be taken literally, its impoſl ble ever to 
male them agrec; and ſo one of the Evan- 
geliſts ruſt not only have miſ-recited our 
iſ en s Words, but quite have miſ-under- 
ey his meaning, and have done what he 
ould to lead People wrong in a great Point 
of Faith: For certainly the rue, real Blood 
of Chriſt is a very diticrent thing from the 
New Covenant or Teſtament which! is found- 
upon it. 

But it will appear {till of greater Conſe- 
quence to keep to the very Words which 
Chriſt ſpake if the Gpinion of the Church] 
of Rome be true, that it is the repeating the 
Words of our Saviour which effects the 
Tranſullſtantiation. For J would ask, Sup-| 
poſing a Man ſhould Conſecrate v ith the 
Words of St. Luke, This Cup is the New 7e- 

Nament in my Blood, would that change tlie 
ä J Vit 


2 
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Vine (not to ſay the Cup) into the very 
Blood of Chriſt:? Certainly it w ould not 
do it by force of thoſe Words, for they in- 
timate no ſuch thing; and it is not unlike- 
ly but thoſe were the very Orcs our Sa- 
viour ſpake, for not only St. Luke uſes them, 
but St. Paul, and that upon a ſolemn occa- 
ſion when it concerned him much to give 


a true Repreſentation of this Sacrament; 
as you may ſee, 1 Cor. Chap. 11. The oc- 


caſion of his mentioning the Inſtitution of 
this Sacrament was v Cry great Irreverence, 
which ſome were guilty of in receiving of 
it, indeed ſuch, as it was almoſt impoſlt- 
ble for them to be guilty of, had they be- 
lieved what the Church of Rome now be- 
lieves about it; it was therefore very ne- 
ceſſary that the Apoltle ſhould ſpeak clear- 
Y and plainly out in this matter; and we 
lee he does ſolemnly uther in what he ſays 
with the Authority of Chriſt, For I have 


received of the LORD, that which I alſo de- 
| livered unto you, in, Nc. And then he re— 


peats the Words as St. Late does; and not 


only ſo, but calls the other part of the Sa- 


crament Bread near ten Times in that 


Chapter. 


4. The laſt Argument I ſhall make uſe 
F 2 of 


rine of the Church of Rome upon another 


Church is, That under each Syecies, as they 
call it, whole Chriſt is contained, Body, 


different, but in outward appearance, which 


denial of the Cy to the People; becauſe, 


And ſuppoſing their Opinion true, the Ar- 


which makes our Saviour guilty of a great 
Abſurdity in appointing two Kinds, but 
both really the ſame thing, and one of them 
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of upon this Head, is this, That the Doct- 
account does not agree with the Words of 


our Bleſſed Saviour. The Opinion of that 


Blood, Soul and Divinity; ſo that both are | 
bur juſt the very ſame Thing, in nothing | 


only deceive our Senſes. And it is upon 
this Opinion chiefly, that they ground the 


fay chey, ſhould they have the Cup, they 
would have no more, but juſt the very | 
ſame thing they had in the other Kind:“ 


£45 R at YA lee ng banks 
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gument may, for any thing I know, have 
fome force in it; but then they ought not 
to deny us leave to Argue the other way ; 
That, chat Opinion muſt needs be falſe, | 
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perfectly unneceſlary. 
But that which T would chiefly take no- 
tice of is, That this Doctrine of theirs, con-] 
tradicts the Words of our Saviour, for what 
they make bur Ove Thing he plainly makes] 
Two, 


I 


Two, and calls them by 7wo different 
Names. The one he calls his Body, the 
other he calls his Blood, which ſuppoſes 
them to be Two different Things, as plain 
as Words can expreſs them. 
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They ſay indeed, Thar in the Goriffed 
Body of Chriſt, the Body and Blood can- 


not be ſeparated, and therefore were the 
> Words to be taken in ſuch a Senſe as ro 
, conſider them ſeparated, they would con- 
þ tain a great Abſurdity; ſo that wherever 
the one is, the other by concomitancy mult 


| be there too. 


But who told them, that the 6. orifed 
| Body of Chriſt is in 206 Sacrament 2 The 


} Words of the Inſtitution intimate no Rick 
thing, but ſpeak of his Body given, and 
his Blood hed, Which certainly was ſepa- 
| rate from his Body. But however this 


2 


arguing from Reaion againſt the Words, 
and is juſt the very ſane thing which 55 


condemn- as Veretical in us; and if this 
be once allowed, they muſt throw off che 
whole Doctrine; for we can ih wy them 


Ten times as many Adſi iCal, ties in the Do- 
ctrine of Tranſullſtantiatiou, as they can in 
ſuppoſing the Bo ay and blood of Chriſt 
"© to ſubſiſt ſeparately. 


1 In 
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In ſhort, either we muſt ſtick to the ve- 8 
ry Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, or We 
mult not; if we muſt, their Opinion mult 2 
be falſe ; which makes what our Saviour 
calls Two Things, to be but Ove; if weF# 
muſt not ſtick to the very Words, but in- 
terpret them according to right Reaſon | 
and other Places of Scripture, they then) 
give up their Caulc. £2 
To conclude this Head, What Reaſon Þ 
can there be imagined why our Saviour 
thould in a ſolemn manner, at difterentÞ 
Times, and under different Names, give, 
the very ſame thing 2 call the one his B 
dy, and the other his Blood, when accord- 
ing to the Nature of the Thing he might 
as well have inverted the Names,and have: 
called that his Blood, which he calls hisÞ t 
Body, and fo on the other fide. There can-W : 
f 

| 


not, I believe, be any Reaſon thought offs 

but only this, That the one Kind, the | 
Bread, was very proper to repreſent the f 
breaking of his Body; the other the Mine p 
to repreſent the ſhedding of his Blood ;Þ ! 
which is the very thing that we would o 
have; for then there is a ſufficient Reaſon 
for theſe Names without any Bodily Pre 
lence at all. | 


| 1 
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J have been the longer in conſidering 
the Senſe of the Scripture in this Matter, 
becauſe your Writers commonly boaſt 
more of the Scripture being for you in this 
Caſe, than in any other Controverſies be- 
twixt us: And, I think, I have proved 
more than I need have done, in proving 


that the Senſe your Church puts upon the 

Words of our Saviour, cannot be the true 
18 Senſe of them: It being ſufficient in a Mat- 
ter of this Nature, which is loaded with ſo 
many Abſurdities, to have ſhewed that 
they did fairly admit of another Interpre- 
tation. 3 


But having ſo fully Confuted this Doct- 


rine out of the Scriptures, TI am now more 
eat liberty to ſhew you the groſs Abſurdi- 
ties and the monſtrous Contradictions that 
are involved in it; tho in truth, it is ſo full 
fraught with Contradictions, that it's a 
hard matter to know where to begin ; I 
hall therefore content my ſelf juſt to re- 
peat ſome of them which are ready Col- 
lected to my hand, by a Great Divine of 


our OWN. 


* That there ſhould be Ac- Chillingworth, 


| 165. 
cidents without a Subject, P. 
that is, That there ſhould be, length and 


nothing 


nothing long, breadth and nothing broad, 
© thickneſs and nothing thick, whiteneſs 
and nothing white, roundneſs and no- 
thing round, weight and nothing heavy, 


* and nothing moiſt, fluidneſs and nothing 


ny pallions and no patient, that is, that. 
© there ſhould be a long, broad, thick, 


© Subſtance of Chriſt, and yet not any. 
thing of that Bread become any thing of,. 


* cidents of Chriſt. 
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*ſweerneſs and nothing ſweet, moiſture 
flowing, many actions and no agent, ma- 
* white, round, heavy, ſweet moiſt, flow- 


ing, active, paſſive nothing. 
* That Bread ſhould be turned into the] 


* Chritt, neither the Matter, nor the Form, 
nor the Accidents of Bread, be made ei- 
ther the Matter or the Form or the Ac- 


That Bread ſhould be turned into no- 
* thing, and at the fame time with theſßf 
© ſame Action be turned into Chriſt, andP 
© yet that Chriſt ſhould not be nothing. 
* That che ſame thing at the ſame time 
* ſhould have it's juſt dimenſions, and juſt. , 
© diſtance of it's Parts one from another, J 
and at the ſame time ſhould not have it) 
© but all its Parts together in the ſelf- ſame 
Point. ; 
© Tra 
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© That the Body of Chriſt which is 
© much greater ſhould be contained wholl ly 
in that which is leſs, and that not once 
|: on but as many times over as there 
* are Points in the Bread and Wine. 
; That the {ame thing ar che ſame time 
| I* ſhould be wholly above it ſelf, and whol- 
f 1.5 below it ſelf, within it ſelf and with. 
* our it ſelf, on the right Hand and on the 
N & © loft Hand, and round about it ſelf. 
| * That the ſame thing at the ſame time 
ſhould move to and from it ſelf and lie 
qc till; or that it ſhould be carried from 
> hg“ one place to another through the midcle 
| * T5 pace, and yet not move. 
4 | That to be One ſhould be to be undi- 
'Þ* vided from it ſelf, and yet that one and 
the ſame thing ſhould be divided from 
no-Þ Pit ſelf. 
andf, { * That a finite thing may be in all Din 
ces at once. 
8. That there ſhould be no certainty in 
oy our Senſes, and yet that we ſhould know 
"I ſome things certainly, and know nothing 
chene [Corporal] but by our Senſes. 
reine That, that which is, and was long ago, 
[ac ſhould now begin to be. That the ſame 
ching ſhould be before and after it ſelf. | 
Tha That 
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here do nothing but dine or ſup; there 
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That it ſhould be poſſible that the fame} 
Man, for Example, You or I, may at the 
* ſame time be a wake at London, and not 
* awake bur aſleep at Rome; there run or 
* walk, here not run or walk, but ſtand} 
* ſtill, fir, or lie down; there ſtudy or write, 


* ſpeak, here be ſilent; that he may in one 
* place freeze with cold, in another burn 
with heat; that he may be drunk in one 
place, ſober in another; valiant in one 
place, a coward in another; a Thief in 
one place, and honeſt in another; tha 
he may be a Papiſt and go to Mals ig 
Rome, a Proteſtant and go to Church in 
England; that he may die in Rome, ane 
live in England; or dying in both Place 
may go to Hell from Rome, and to He 
* ven from England. 
* Thar the Body and Soul of Chrit 
* ſhould ceaſe to be where it was, and ye 
not go to another place, nor be deſtroyed 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe monſtrous Con 
tradictions which are involved in this Do 
ctrine of Tranſubſtantiation ; I ſhall onl) 
obſerve theſe few things more about thi 
Matter, and then conclude this Point.. 
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r. That you ought not for the avo;ding 
of theſe Difficulties to content your ſelves 
to believe in general that ſome- how or o- 
nal ther, you dont know how, this Sacrament 
is the Body of Chriſt; for your Church 
has determined the Matter, that it is the 
'ery Body of Chriſt which was Born of 
1-0 Virgin Mary, and was afterward Cru- 
_— ified, and that there remains no ſ#b/tance 
oof Bread but only this Body of Chriſt after 
K Conſecration. . 
tha 2: 1 would obſerve that none of theſe 
Vifficulties are taken off by conſidering 
n iCbriſts Body as glorified, for beſides, that 
aaf it be a Body ſtill, ic muſt have the Pro- 
ace Perties of a Body, this Sacrament was In- 
lei ſtiruted while our Saviour lived in the 
Vorld, and had juſt ſuch a Body as other 
rien, of the fame bigneſs, and all other 
1 ye ualities as to his Body the fame. And 
oyed herefore in interpreting theſe Words This 
Cons * Body, all the Difficulties are ſtill the 
ame as if he were now living ; or as they 


: e yould be, ere they ſpoken of the Body 
© chiPf any other Man. 


3. I deſire that you would conſider that 
you may be ſure we do not miſunderſtand 
or miſ-repreſent your Opinion, becauſe 
theſe 


nit.. 


That 


hs 
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Contradictions are ſo apparent and ſtaring 


Church for many Hundred Years ; from | 


was as little heard of. 


was then unknown in the Church; ſor 


by any Chriſtians, ſo neither was it object- 
_ ed againſt the Chriſtian Religion by any 


theſe Abſurdites are what your own Divines Þ 
take notice of, as well as ours, and do not 
pretend to be able to give any direct An- 
{wer to them. 3 p 

4. I would obſerve, That tho theſe 8 


that no Body that hears of this Doctrine 
can well mils of them, yet they are now, 
and none of them ever heard of in the 


whence wc inferr, that the Doctrine it {cif 


F. We do not find that any Chriſtian 
for many Hundred Years ever denied or 
diſputed the truth of this Doctrine, from Þ 
whence we cannot but conclude, chat itÞÞ r 


4 
r 
t 
r 
q 
it muſt have had ſtrange good fortune tot 
eſcape without any Contradiction, when g/ 
all the Articles of the Creed had becn Dif- 
puted round. 2 
6. As this was not diſputed or denied 


Heathen, not even by Julian himſelf, who, 
as being an Apeſtate, muſt have known al! 
the Secrets of our Religion; whereas info 
truth, there had been Ten times more 

weight 
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es & weight in this, than in all the Objections 

ot 4 rogerher which they made uſe of againſt 
2 Chriſtianity, 

= 7. There were ſeveral things in the Pri- 

fe & mitive Church inconſiſtent with the belief 


ng of this Doctrine, in particular that of mix- 
ne ing Water with the Wine, the Water to re- 
w, preſent the People, as the Wine repreſent- 
he | ed the Blood of Chriſt ; of 


Vid. Cyp 
which St. Cyprian gives us a Epiſt, * 


mich | full Account. 
S8. I would obſerve, That the Church of 
ian | Rome can aſſign no peculiar neceſſity, or 
| uſefulneſs of this Sacrament above others, 

om nf that ſhould give a probable Reaſon of the 
I iP : ge difference betwixt this and others, 

dor an 25 ſuch a ſtrange wonderful Diſpe 

to] tion as the eating our Bleſſed Saviour TY 
hen ſelf: N ay, with them both Baptiſm and 
Di.. Confeſſion are eſteemed much more neceſſary, 
and the omiſſion of them much more dange- 
nicd Þ rozs than the omiſſion of this Sacrament. 
ca 9. To conclude this whole Matter, I 
any chink, I have ſufficiently ſhewed that this 

AO, Doctrine has no foundation in Scripture; 
n all I would have conſidered at large the Se! aſe 
s inf of the Primitive Church in it; and I do nor 
more queſtion but to have been able very clcar- 
eight <6 ly 
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| ly to make out that it was a Doctrine quite 
_ unknown to the Church of GOD for ma- 

ny Ages ; but that was not conſiſtent with 
bl. the Brevity I am at preſent forced to ule ; 
I would therefore offly oblerve this one 

thing, That we ought not to conculude 
W this to have been the Doctrine of the Fa- 


* thers only from ſome accidental or general by 


| FO xpreſſions which they ſometimes make uſe Þ 
of; It's plain that none of them defrgned- | 
y treat of this Matter, or explain it to us, 
” none of them recite it among the Articles 
of their Faith, none of them take any no- 
tice of the dificulties of it, no Chriſtians Þ 
appear to have been ſhockedatthis Doctrine, 
and no Heathens to have O#jeded it; all Þ 
which could hardly have been avoided F 
had this been the conſtant Doctrine of the Þ 
1 Cat hol ick Church. = 
| | '1- And as for General Expreſſions, the cal 
ling what they received the Body and Blood 


I, of Chriſt, that could not be avoided, the 
N | 
1 


Nature of the thing requiring them even ac- « 
cording to our Opinion of this Matter: 
And we ſee that notwithſtanding we have | 
[| | made ſuch expreſs Declarations againſt the 

0 1 | Doctrine of the Church of Rome, and that 
by rcaton of this Controverſy we expreſs 


| 
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our ſelves more cautiouſſy, than we may ſup- 


poſe the Fathers would do before any Con- 


7 troverly was moved about it, yet ſome ge- 


neral Expreſſions of our own Divines are 
often turned againſt us by thoſe of the. 
Church of Rome, and there is no queſtion 
but were the Authors of them as Old as the 
Fathers, they would be as confidently quo- 
ted for the Hoof of Tranſubſtantiation as a 
ny Sayings of the Fathers now arc. : 
And this ſhews us how chis Doctrine, 
tho monſtrous in it ſelf, might under the 
Covert of ſuch General Expreſiizas, Without 
any great ſtir or buſtle, inſcuſible creep in- 
to the Church, eſpecially in very Ignoraut 
and Superſtitious Times; tho after all, our 
Divines have ſufficiently traced the foot- 
ſteps of it, and ſhewed the progreſs it made, 
and the oppoſition it met with in the World 


| before it could be Eſtabliſped. 


The next thing to be ſpoken to is, the 
Idolatry of the Church of Rome. In the Sa- 


criſſce of the Maſs, and in the Invocation of 


the Bleſſed Virgin, and of other Saints, as it 
is praiſed in that Church. . 
Now Idolatry may be of two ſorts. 
I. When People worſhip any thing for 
the Supreme GOD, which really is not ſo. 
5 G. 2. II. When 


64 
II. When they give that Worſhip to any 


that what they thus Adore is only Brees 
an 
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Creature, which is due only to GOD, and 


which he has appropriated to himſelf. 


As to the firſt ſort of /dolatry that of 
Worlhipping fome thing as the Supreme 


60 D which realy is not ſo, we do not 


charge the Church of Rowe with it, unleſs 
perhaps the Worihipping of what is but 
Bread and Wine in the Sacrament inſtead 
of Jeſus Chriſt may come under that head; 


I tay, perhaps here, becauſe I would not 


enter into any thing beſides the main cauſe, 
that may be conteſted ; for tho Feſus Chriſt 
be GOD, and they worthip ſome thing as 
Fefus Chrift which is not fo, yet the mi- 


{take being chiefly about his Human Na- 


z4re, T would not poſitively affirm a thing 
Which may bring on any diſpute, which 


is not to our purpoſe. 


This they do not deny, that they give 
the higheſt Divine Worſhip, which they 
call Latria, to that Object, which they 
take into their Hands, and put into their 
Mouths in receiving this Sacrament; which 
T ſhall at preſent call Idolatry, but with a 
premiſe to recant it whenſoever they ſhall 
at:{wer the Reaſons I have given to prove 
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and Vine; or whenever they ſhall give me. 
a more proper Name, by which J may call 
that great Sin of giving the higheſt Divine 
Worſhip to a Creature. The truth is, that 
ſuch a Worſhip may not only be called 7 
dolatry, but the molt abſurd and ſenſeleſs 
Idolatry, that ever the World fell into: But 
this T ſhall not now inſiſt upon, having 
ſpoken ſo much already to that which is 


the foundation of it, the Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation. | 


4% 


The other Matter in which we charge 
them with 7dolatry,is,the [vocation of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, and other Saints. Now in this 


we do not charge them with owning any 


of thoſe to be GOD, but only with giving 
them that Worſhip and Honour which can- 
not lawtully be given to any thing which 
is but a Creature. In ipeaking to this, 1 
ſhall conſider theſe 7 wo things. 

I. Whether the giving to a Creature 
the Wor(hip due only to GOD, may not 
be properly termed Idolatry, tho at the 
ſame time we pay that Worihip, we own 
it not to be GOD, but a Creature? | 

2. Whether che Worſhip given to Saints 
by the In vocation practi ſed in the Church of. 
Rome, be of that fort, ſuch as GOD has 
G3 appr es 


— 


1 0 
- 4 5 
- bt —— 
—— - — = 
* — . Donny — — — — 
* T = — — - * 2 : : —. — —— — — —ͤů— 
— nn eniomw onthe — — — = 2 2 — = — = 7 . 
ä — 8 — - 4 — - — —— * N — 
— — E — — — ————— ” . 2 * 
— — — — — — rn — — — — — 
© 


—— 


66 An Addreſs to thoſe 
appropriated to himſelf, and conſequently 


ſuch as becomes Idolatrous when applied to 
a Creature, 


1. As to the firſt of theſe, Thoſe of the 
Roman Church cannot deny but it muſt be 
a very great Sin to give the Worſhip of 
GOD to Creatures; but they deny it to be 
properly Idolatry. We on the other ſide, | 


grant, that it is not 7dolatry, in the higheſt 
Senſe of the Word, and in the Senſe in 
which they commonly underſtand it, vis. 
The owning a Creature to be GOD. So 


that ſo far we are agreed; but then we ſay | 
that Word may be uſed in a lower Senſe, | 


to denore whar they grant to be a Sin, as 
well as we, but will not call it by that 
Name, ſo that our difference in this Mat- 


ter, is only about the uſe of a Word. 


Now we think our ſelves in the right in 


the uſe of this Word, upon theſe Accounts. 


I. Becauſe we have no other Name to 


expreſs that which is not denied to be a 
very great Sin, The giving God s Worſhip 
to Creatures; and having no peculiar 


Name for ir, we think it nor improper to 


give it the Name of that Sin which is of 
neareſt afinity to it, and of the ſame gene- 


ral kind ; as is done in many other Caſes. 
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Thus our Saviour calls looking pon a M 
man to luſt after her, by the name of Adul- 


3 Zery, and the like. The next ſtep to own- 
ing a Creature to be GOD, is to give it the 


Worſhip due to GOD, and therefore we 


* think it not at all improper to call theſe 
two Sins by the ſame general Name, eſpe- 
» cially having no Word in our Language, 
| more proper by which we may expreſs it. 


2. We think our ſelves fully juſtified in 
the Expreſſion, becauſe the Scripture does 


every where charge rhe Heathen Worſhip 
of their Gods and Images in general, with 
the Crime of Idolatry; tho nothing can be 
| more apparent than that many of the Hea- 
then owned only oe Supreme GOD, and 


that all of them looked upon many of the 


Gods, whom they Worlhipped, not as Su- 


preme, but as Gods of an Iuferior Nature, 
and had much the ſame Opinion of them, 
as the Romaniſts have now of Saints and 
Angels, and had the very lame pretences 
and excuſes for the Worſhipping of them 
which the Romani/ts make ule of to defend 
themſelves. They owned many of their 
Gods to have been born, and to have dyed, 
and it was hardly poſlible to look upon a- 
ny ſuch, to be the Supreme GOD. In a 

5 Word, 
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Word, There is nothing more evident than 
this, that they had ſeveral Raxks, and Or- 


ders, and Degrees among their Gods, and 


it was impoſſible to look upon all theſe to 
be Supreme: And yet the Scripture every 
where without any diſtinction, charges 


their whole Worſhip with Idolatry; and ſo 
do the Primitive Fathers, as well as the 
Scriptures ; particularly, they thought it 
to be Idolatry to throw a little Incenſe into 
the Fire before the Statues of their Empe- | 
rors. From whence we may plainly in- 
ferr theſe Two Things ; 


Firſt, That they thought that there 


might be Idolatry in giving ſuch Worſhip 


as was appropiated to GOD, to Creatures, 
tho they were not pretended to be any 
thing elſe but Creatures, only Creatures 
highly exalted, and in high Favour with 
wy as Saints and Angels are ſuppoſed 
tO DEC. | Is 
Secondly, That they looked upon the 


offering of Incenſe, to be a part of Worſhip 
appropriated to GOD and that could not be 
given to a Creature without the Crime of 
. Zdolatry ; which is a Matter the Church of 


Rome have reaſon to conſider well of, who 


offer it every Day to thoſe, who however 


they 


<g 
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they may have been better Men, are cer- 
tainly no more Gods than the Heathen Em- 
perors were. 


To conclude this Matter, The Senſe of 


the Primitive Church in the buſineſs of 7- 
dolatry, is plainly ſeen in this, that the 
every where accuſe the Ariaus of Idolatr 


for Worſhipping of Feſus Chriſt, for this ve- 
ry Reaſon, becauſe they owned him not 
to be GOD, or at leaſt, not the Sapreme 


GOD ; from whence it plainly appears, that 
they had the ſame Notions in this Caſe, 
that we now have, That Men may be guil- 
ty of Idolatry in giving Divine Worſhip.to 
what they believe is not GOD. 
Thirdly, The Apoſtle calls Covetouſneſs 
Ilolatry; which, tho it be a figurative Ex- 
preſſion, yet however, denotes to us the 
thing for which T am now pleading, The 
Covetous Man does not look upon his 
Money to be his GOD, or intend to give it 
any of that Worſhip he thinks due to GOD ; 
I believe no Covetous Man in the World 
can be juſtly charged with either of theſe; 
but becauſe he places his Heart and his Af- 


! of Feclions upon it, which ought to be given 


to none but GOD ; becauſe his Money is 
the thing in which he puts his 27ſt 2 
| 118 
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his confidence, therefore it is, that he is ſaid |) 
ro make an Idol of it, and to be guilty of 
Idolatry: And ſo it is as to theWorſhipping | 
of Saints, tho their Worſhippers know ve- 
ry well that they are not Gods, yet becaule || | 
they give them the Worſhip of GOD, that 
outward Adoration, and inward Reverence, |} « 
Hope, truſt, and dependance which are due on- 
ly to GOD, they do by that make them 
c 
\ 
c 


 dols, and arc juſtly chargeable with 7dolatry. | 
I now proceed to the Second Point, To 
ſhew, that the Worſhip which the Church 
of Rome gives to the Bleſſed Virgin, and 0- 
ther Saints, by the Invocation praftiſed a- 
mong them, is Divine Worſhip, ſuch as Ie 
i ought to be given to none but GOD. * 
4 We are not concern d ar preſent, to en- Iv 
quire into the Doclrine of the Church of h 
I Rome, but into the Practice; that being the In 
thing particularly Cenſur d in the TœH.-Adl; b 
tho indeed, the Practice of any Church, is! 
IT the beſt Expoſition of Her Doctrine. The Ih 
Council of Trent leaves this Matter in ge- 
neral Terms, determines that we mult /cet ff tl 
8 OE the help and aid of the Saints, I ſo 
IF wumg;Scfs.25, but docs not fix the Mea- th 
= ſures of it: However, ſince it 
does not Cenſure what was then the Com- 
il mon 
* 


2 
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mon Practice of that Church, we may take 
it for granted, that the meaning of the 


Council was, that we muſt ee their aid 


and help in the Methods which were then 
in ſe; for if they diſapproved of what 
! was then commonly Practiſed, it concern- 
ed them much to ſpeak out, as to ſet their 
* own People right, and to keep them out 
of dangerous Practices; ſo alſo to vindi- 
cate the Honour of their Church, which 


was then openly charged with Idolatry up- 
on account of thoſe Practices. 

We agree with the Church of Rome in 
this, That we ought to have a great honour 
and reſpect for the Saints of GOD. That 


we oughr to love their Memory, to endea- 


vour to imitate the good Examples they 
have left us, and to bleſs GOD for the Be- 
nefits he nas beſtowed upon the Church 
by their means. 


And above other Saints, we ought to 
have x great eſteem and value for the 
Bleſſed Virgin, who had the Honour to be 
the Mother of our Lord, and by that, to be 
ſo nearly concerned inthe greateſt Bleſſing 
that ever was beſtowed upon the World. 
But we differ from that Church in this, 
That they Adore the Saints and Pray to 
them; 
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them; and that not as one Friend would 
deſire another to Pray for him, but with 
all the ſo/emn Ceremonies and Circumſtan- 
ces of Prayer, and with the very ſame with 
which chey pray to GOD ; they do it in 
their Churches, Kneeling, and with their 
Eyes lift up to Heaven, and with all the 
ſigns of Devotion which can be ſhewed not 
only from one Creature to another, but 
from a Creature to its Creator. They make 
Vous to them; burn Incenſe to their Ima- 
ges ; dedicate themſelves to their Service ; 
make Offerings to them, and the like. 
They pray to them directly to beſtow 
Bleſſings upon them. Thus in the Office 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, She is not only cal- 
led the Gaze of Heaven, but ſhe is intreat- | 
ed to looſe the bonds of the Guilty, to give ; 
light to the Blind, and to drive away our E- It 
vils, and to ſhew her ſelf to be a Mother. + 
They pray to her therein, for Purity of |, 
Life, and a ſafe Conduct to Heaven. She 
is commonly called the Queen of Heaven, 
the Mother of Mercy, and which is moſt 
* Shameful of all, The Pſalms of David, 
' Compoſed for the Honour of GOD, and 
which contain the higheſt ſtrains of Devo- I h. 
don which a Creature can give to GOD, ul B 
1 TM yy 


* 


of the Roman Communion. 73 


by a Saint of that Church 
turned to the Honour of the OOO 
Virgin, by putting her Name where the 


onawventura. 


Name of GOD is put by David: And this 


was neither Cenſured by the Council of 
Trent, nor has been by any Pope, that J 
can hear of, to this Day; but on the con- 
trary, the Author of it has been Canonized, 
and the Book is in Common uſe, which per- 
haps, is one of the þ/ackeſt pieces of Tdola- 
try that ever was in the World. And tho 
a Church muſt not always bear the Guilt 
of what is publiſh d by private Perſons in 
her Communion, tho ir do pals without 
Cenſure; yer conſidering how careful that 
Church has been in many Matters of much 
leſs moment eſpecially where her own u- 
thority is concerned, and how ſolicitous 
they are to keep Books that make againſt 
them, out of the Hands of their People, it 
looks ar leaſt, like eſpouſing the Blaſphemies, 
and Idolatrous Prayers aud Praiſes of it, to 
let this Book go ſo freely about withour 
Cenſure, and to incourage it ſo far, as to 
make the Author of it a Saint. | 
Theſe, and many other Inſtances, might 
be given of the Worſhip they give to rhe 
Bleſſed Virgin; and tho they are lomewhat 
| H more 
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more modleſt, with relation to other Saints ; 
yet what J have taken notice of already, 
may ſufficiently ſhew, that they give them 
the Worihip which GOD has appropriat- 
ed to himſelf. T would only therefore men- 
tion further, thar in many Inſtances, they 
pray to them to beſtow thoie Bleſſings 
which only GOD can give, ſuch as to o- 


pen the Gates of Heaven, to unty the Bonds | 


ef their Iniquity, to heal their ſpiritual Ma- 
ladies; and many other of the ſame Nature, 
of which, I ſhall give them Examples at 
large, if required, or if I find it neceſſary to 
confirm any thing that Thave now laid. 


T now proceed to take notice of {ome of 


thoſe Reaſons we have to prove, that this 
Trvocation is part of that Worſhip which 
GOD has appropriated to himſelf, and 
which conſequently cannot be given to a- 
ny Creature, without the Crime of 7dolatry. 

1. I deſire it may be conſidered, that the 
Scripture does every where ſpeak of Pray- 
er as applied to GOD, and to none elſe, and 
that without the leaſt intimation of any 
ſich Diſęinctions as arc made uſe of in the 
Church of Rome. We have in the 0/d Teſta- 
ment, the Hiſtory of the Church of GOD, 
for near 4000 Years ; and in all that time, 

JEN there 
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to have now, ſince the Reſurrectiou of Christ 
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there is not the leaſt inſtance, or intimation, 


of any Prayer put up to any Creature. 


It may be it will be ſaid, That the Saints 


| were not then in Heaven, and ſo were not in 


a conditio to hear the Prayers that lhouid 
be put up to them, and had nor {o'much 
Favour with GOD, as they may be ſuppoſed 
£ *j/r q 

that he as admitted them ſo nearly into his 
Preſence. | 
Now in anſwer to this, I ſhall not at 
preſent, pretend to determine, whether the 
Saints of the Old Teſtament were in Heaven 
before Chriſt s Reſurrection, or not; nor whe- 
ther they, and other Saints ſinee are there 
now; becauſe a great many Chriſtians of 
no mean Authority in the Church of GOD, 
have been of different Opinions in theſe 
Matters; only J think theſe two or three 
Things, are very plain. | 
1. That Enoch and Elias were ſuppoſed 
by a great many, before our Saviour's time, 
to be in Heaven; and they muſt have 
been looked upon by them, to be very 
great Favourites of 60D, by being taken 
out of this World in fo ſtrange and won- 
derful a manner, as the Scripture tells 


us they were ; and yet we hear as little 


Hz of 
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of praying to them, as to any other Perſon. 


whether Saints were in Heaven, yet all a- 
greed that the Angels were. And they were 
altogether as well capacitated to hear and 
anſwer Prayers, which ſhould have been 


yet We find as little of Mens praying to An- 
gels, as they did to Saints in thoſe Times. 
3. Whatever Reaſon can be aſſigned for 
praying to Creatures now, would have held 

as well then; whatever neceſſity, or convent- 


in it, were all the ſame, and indeed much 


. £ 


! theſe two Accounts. 
1. Becauſe the Chriſtian Religion is of it 


any Diſpenſation that was before it. GOD 
has in it revealed himſelf more clearly and 
plainly to the World, has more evidenced 
his Love and Tenderneſs to Mankind, has 
given us greater incouragements to draw 
near to him; He ſpeaks to us in the Gol- 
pel as a Father to his Children, as a recon- 
ciled Father in FESUS CHRIST ? and 
therefore accordingly, in that Form of Pray- 
er which our Saytour has left us, that 1 

3 the 


2. Suppoſing it not agreed upon then, 
ppoſing 8 P 


put up to them then, as they are vo, and 


ency, or advantage, or fitneſs there may be 


greater then, than they are now, upon 


ſelf a State of much greater Perfection than 
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the Appellation which he has taught us 
to make uſe of, Our Father which art in 
Heaven ; Now, why ſhould a Child be a- 
fraid to approach the Preſence of his Fa- 
ther 2 Or, what need has he of any Body 
to introduce him? under the Je Dit. 
penſation, when the Law was given with: 
Thunderings and Lightnings, when GOD: 
was called by the terrible Name of the 
Lord of Hoſts,chere might be more reafon to 


think of ſome Body to introduce them to 


his Preſence ; which yer we do not find was 
ever recommended, or practiſed among 
them: How much more may Chriſtians 
come with boldneſs to the Throne of Mercy, 
and expect to find Grace to help in time of 
need But what is more 88 

2. Chriſtians have Chriſt for their Medi- 
ater, who is able to ſave to the uttermojt all 
thoſe that come to GOD by him; He is in 
Heaven ready to plead their Cauſe, and to- 
get their Prayers heard, __ their Perſons 
accepted; and they that have ſuch an.4dvs- 


cate, need not ily to any elle! Bur it was nor 
ſo with the Church before Chriſi; and there- 
fore if the thing had been at all Jaw "SE 
they had much more reaſon to make St 
and Angels their Patrons, chan Chriſtians; 


E 3 Rave. 


Re 


thing of this kind. 
long in the 0!d Teſtament, Prayer is appro- 
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have. And yet we ſee that in the Account | 
which we have in the Bie of the Church 


of GOD before CHRIST for near 4000 
Years, there is not the leaſt hint of any 


3. What I have ſaid already, that all a- 


| 
| 
priated to GOD, and that without any re- 
erve, or diſtincdtion, may be ſufficient to | » 
thew the Mind of GOD in that Caſe : But | 7 
i have this further to add, That the lame |} 
Scriprures, with the ſame gencral Words, | / 
condemn as Idolatrous all the old Heathen 
IVorſhip : Now I have ſhewed before, that Ih 
much ofthis Worſhip was paid to Creatures, | tl 
under the fame Notions and Apprehenſi- I a 
ons, that thoſe of the Church of Rome Ice 
Worſhip Saints and Angels ; indeed there 
was this difference, that moſt of thoſe Ide 
Worſhipped in the Church of Rome, were I pr 


probably good Creatures, as molt of thoſe IV 


whom the Heathens Worſhipped, were had fan 
ones, and it may be Devils: But this di- Itel 
ſtinction of good or Lad Creatures, may Ibe 
make the Worſhip more or leis Impious, but IW. 
not more or leſs Idolatrous; whatever will Abu 
make it Idolatry in the one Caſe, will make Aga. 
it ſo in the other. The Worſhip proper 

ate 


|| ated to GOD, is no more due to a good 
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|| Creature, than it is to a Bad one; ſince 


therefore I have ſhewed,that the Scripture 
every where condemns the Worſhip which 
the Heathen gave to what they owned not 
to be GOD, and which they did not intend 
to Worſhip as the Supreme GOD ; I ſay, 
| ſince this is condemned, not only as Impi- 
| 04s, for chooſing ill Creatures, but as 1dola- 


trous for giving what belonged only to 


GOD : this mutt equally prove all Creature 
Worſhip to be Idolatrous. 

4. This Creature Worſhip, is as little 
heard of in the New Teſtament as it is in 
the Old. Heard of, it is indeed, but what 
approbation it met with, we may ſee b 
conſidering theſe particulars. 

The /t Inſtance is that of the Devil 
deſiring our Saviour to Worſhip him, upon 
promiſe to give him al the Kingdoms of the 
World : But let us ſee what our Saviour 
anſwers ; he does not put him eff with 
telling him either the Dignity of his own 
Perſon, or the unſitneſs of the thing, in 
Worſhipping him becauſe he was a Devil; 
but he gives ſuch a Reaſon as will hold a- 
gainſt all Worſhipping of Creatures. Thou 


alt Worſhip the Lord thy GOD, and him on- 
y 
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ly ſhalt thou Serve. From which Words, I 
would obſerve theſe Two Things. 
x. That the Worſhip which the Devi | 
deſires, and which our Saviour ſays muſt } 
be given only to GOD, was not to offer Sa- | F 
crifice to him, which the Writers of the 
Church of Rome, make the only outward | ; 
Worſhip appropriated to GOD, but it was | | 
to fall down and adore him; from whence Ii 
we may inferr, that to fall down and adore | j 
any Creature, muſt be Idolatry, which Ih 
part of Worſhip its apparent the Church It 
of Rome give to their Saints and Angels. {} 
2, I would obſerve here, that the Devil | þ 
did not pretend to be the Supreme GOD, Ih. 
but plainly the contrary; for when he I ſe 
ſhews our Saviour all the Kingdoms of the | re 
World, he tells him, that all theſe things I th 
were given to him, Luke 4. 6. in which he I th 
plainly profeſſes, not a Supreme But a De- Fit 
legated Power; fo that had not our Savi- I to 
our in his Anſwer, condemned the Wor- I /; 
ſhip of Creatures, tho owned and acknowleds- I thi 
ed to be Creatures, he had not given a full he; 
Anſy er to the Devil, for the Devil did not 
deſire to be Worſhippedas the SupremeGOD. 
Another Inſtance we have of this kind, 


is that of St. Joby in the Revelations falling 
down 


* 


| 


| 
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down to Worſhip the Angel, who we ſee 
puts him off it, with the ſame kind of ge- 
neral Words, that our Saviour uſes in the 
former Inſtance, See thou do it not, I am thy 
fellow Servant, Worſhip GOD, Rev. 22. 18, 
19. Here T would obſerve, as in the for- 
mer Caſe, that the Worſhip which the An- 
gel rejects, and appropriates to GOD, is fall- 
ing down at his feet to Adore him. And 


in the next place, I would obſerve, that 


had Adoration been due to an Angel, the 
true Anſwer to St. John had been, that he 
ſhould have a care nor to miſtake him to 
be GOD, who was but an Angel, and ſo give 
him more than was due to him; but we 
ſee he throws oft the whole without any 
reſerve or diſtinction, and for a Reaſon 
that will hold againſt all Creature Worſhip 
that he was his Fe//ow-ſervant. In a word, 
it had been no great ſecret for the Angel 
to tell St. John, that GOD was to be Wor- 
ſhipped, or that GOD only was to be Wor- 
ſhipped with an znward apprehenſion, of his 
being GOD, neither of theſe were any great 
Myſtery, or to the purpoſe. And there- 


| fore his meaning muſt be, that Religious 


Worſhip, ſuch as that Adoration was, ought 
to be given to none but GOD. : 


82 


I ſhall name but one more place of Scrip- 
ture, in which this Creature Worſhip is tak- 


en 


no man beguile you of your reward by a volun- | 
tary humility, and Worſhipping of Angels.The | < 
Apoſtle in this, and the following Verles, 
makes uſe of Two Arguments againſt the 
Worſhipping of Angels. Firſt, that it is a 
voluntary Humility, that is, tho Men may 
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notice of, and that is Colofſ. 2. 18. Let 


not fit for ſuch mean Creatures as they to 
go directly into the preſence of GOD, but 
that they ought to apply to the Angels of 
GOD to be their Introducers ; yet all this, 
is Humility of their own inventing, ſuch Þ Pc 


1 
f 
1 
pretend a great deal of Humility, that it is | 4 
© 
te 
fi 
cs 


as 


GOD has not required at their hands. | 9! 
2. That this Worſhipping of Angels, is [fit 


leavingChriſt their Head; He is the only Me- 
diator betwixt GOD and Men, and therefore IPe 
applying to any other, is leaving him who JF! 
is the Head of the Church; and then no tut 
wonder if it beguile us of our reward. This u 

Argument is very plain and very ſtrong a- Neo! 
gainſt the practice of Praying to Saints or or 
Angels, and it hath this one thing very [1d 
obſervable in it, That if this Text proves fuſt 


It 


bur Jeſus Chriſt, it muſt be underſtood o 


unlawful to ſet up any more Mediators fol 


Mediators 


*. 
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| Mediators of Interceſſion, for no body could 
ſo much as pretend, that Angels were Me- 
diators of Redemption, as thoſe of the 
Church of Rome ( without any ground at 
all) make the diſtinction. 
] might ſhew farther the Idolatry of this 
> | Practice, of praying to Saints and Angels, 
1 | from this, that it muſt ſuppoſe Divine Per- 
y | fections in the Creaturesto whom we pray; 
is | as of Power to be able to ſupply our Wants, 
o | eſpecially, in thoſe Prayers that are put up 
ur | to them directly to beg ſuch or ſuch Bleſ- 
of | ſings from them; and ſo of Knowledge, be- 
is, | cauſe Prayer (at leaſt Mental Prayer) ſup- 
ch | poles that the Perſons we pray to, know 
s | our Hearts, and the ſecret thoughts, and 
is | fincerity or inſincerity of all the Men and 
e- Women in the World, and that they can 
ore {perfectly attend to them all at the ſame 
ho Itime; which are Perfections that the Scrip- 
no Iture never attributes ro any but GOD, and 
Chis lin the Nature of the thing, it is hardly 
ig 2. conceivable of any Creature; but T ſhall 
or (content my ſelf to have named theſe things, 
very nd ſhall conclude this whole Matter, with 


oves [ut propoſing theſe two ſhort Conſidera- 
sons. 


d O I 
rators 1. 
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1. I deſire it may be conſidered, that in 
the Church of Rome there is no External 
part of Religion appropriated to GOD, and 
incommunicable to Creatures, but the Sacri- 
fe of the Maſs, and if in the preceding 
C Diſcourſes, I have overthrown the founda- 
tion of that, there is then nothing at all re- 
maining. N | 

2. I deſire it may be conſidered that the Þ 
Reaſons commonly given to juſtify Pray- 
ers to Saints and Angels, would, if well fol- 
lowed, hinder Men from ever praying to 
GOD at all, as in fact, this has much e- 
ſtranged Men from GOD in thoſe Coun- 
tries where they have had no Proteſtants 
among them to make them aſhamed of it; 
and even nearer our ſelves, I believe, we 
may juſtly ſay, that at leaſt Ten Prayers 
are put up to Creatures for one that is pur | | 
up to GOD. 

Of the Pope's 
Supremacy. 


T now come to conſider the 
Oath of Supremacy which con- 
5 fiſts of Two Parts. 

I. A Declaration of the Unlawfulneſs, 
and Impiety of taking up Arms againſt the 
Hing upon Account of His being Excom- 
_ municated, or Deprived by the Pope. 


II. 


5 
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IT. A Renunciation of the Pope's protend- 
ed Supremacy over the Church of Chri/, 


particularly over that part of it in this 


Kingdom. 

As to the Firſt of theſe, T need not inſiſt 
upon it, becauſe if I can prove, the Second, 
That the Pope has of right no Spiritual Pow - 
er here, the other mult of courſe fall with 
it. I would only obſerve before J proceed, 


That if thoie of the Roman Communion a- 


mong us, do belicve, that the Pope has a 
Power from GOD to Excommunicate, and 
to Deprive Princes of their Kingdoms for 
Hereſy, and that therefore they are bound 
to concur with the Pope as far as they can,to 
put his Sentence in Execution, this muit 
Rake them Enemies to all Proteſtants, and 
conſequently, they have reaſon to expect 
that Proteſtants ſhould have a care of them. 
Bur if they do believe that GOD has not 
given any ſuch Power to the Pope, they 
have then Reaſon to have a care of their 
Guide, who is doing what he can, under 
pretence of Authority from GOD, to car- 
ry them to Treaſon and Murther, and all the 
Villanies which muſt follow an attempt to 
turn out their Aung, and all his Protejrant 
Subjects that will ſtand by him: But I have 
1 ith 
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in ſome meaſure taken notice of theſe 


things already, and therefore ſhall not now _ 


inlarge upon them; but procecd to conſi- 


der the Grounds of the Pope's pretence to 


Supremacy. 


The Opinion of the Church of Rome, 


with relation to his Supremacy is this, That 
Feſus Chriſt made Saint Peter the Supreme 
Governor and Head, as of all the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, ſo alſo of the whole Church; That 


St. Peter was afterward Biſhop of Rome, and : 
that by Divine Appointment his Succeſſors 
the Biſhops of Rome, are to enjoy the lame | 


Supremacy over the Charch which he had. 


Their Opinion about the Supremacy of 
St. Peter, is founded chiefly upon thoſe | 
Words of our Saviour, Mat. 16. 18, 19. 
Upon this Rock I will build my Church) 
And J will give unto thee the Keys of the 
| Kingdom of Heaven. They lay, our Savi- | 
our does by theſe Words, promiſe to St. 
Peter to make him Monarch of the whole | 
Church: We ſay, that tho theſe Words | 
were ſpoken to St. Peter upon occaſion of 


his ſpeaking to our Saviour immediately 


before, yet that this Promiſe does as much | 


belong to the reſt of the Apoſtles, as it does 
to him, and that therefore, whatever Pow- 
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er may be here promiſed to him over the 
Church, there is none promiſed over the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, and that conſequently, 
his Succeſſors can claim nothing from hence 
over the Succeſſors of all the Apoſtles, the 
other Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church. 

But to conſider this Matter more parti- 
cularly, we may take notice, 

1. That the reſt of the Apoſtles did not 
apprehend that St. Peter had here any pe- 


culiar Power promiſed him above them; 


for we find that not long after, they were 
contending, who ſhould be the greateſt ; by 
which it's plain, they did not then appre- 
hend that our Saviour had already deter- 
mined the Matter: And as for our Savi- 
our himſelf, he does not at all endeavour 


to put them right, as it was of great con- 


ſequence he ſhould do, ſuppoſing that he 
deſigned St. Peter for their Governour; but 
he endeayours to teach them all humility, 
and not to affect Power or Authority over 
one another. And the ſame inſtance we 
have in the Caſe of Zebedee's Children, 
when their Mother came to deſire that the 


one might fit on his right hand and the other 


on his left in his Kingdom, that 1s, that they 
might be the Perſons of chief Favour, and 
12 Autho- 
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Authority with him; their Petition plain- 
ly implies, that they knew nothing of St. 
Peter s Prerogatives ; and our Saviour s An- 
Wer, which you may ſee at large, Mat. 20. 
implies as plainly, that neither St. Peter, 
nor any body elſe, was to have ſuch Pow- 
er in the Church, as the Bilhops of Rome 
have fince pretended to. 
2. I would obſerve, that theſe Words 
of our Saviour to St. Peter, do not actual- 
ly inveſt him with any Power, but are on- 
ly a Promiſe 05 him; and therefore the beſt 
way to {ce what Was peculiar to him in it 
above the reſi, of the Apoftles, will be ro 
{ee the filing of the Promiſe, and his be- 


ing actually Inboſted in it. That this is only 


a Prom iſe appcars from the Words them- 


ſelves, which run in the future Tenſe, 1 
will give thee the. Reys of the Kingdom of 1 


Z{eaven : And I believe, they of che Churc! 
of Rome will not deny this, becauſe they 


255 that the Apoſtles were not Prieſts till | 
our Saviour made them ſo in the Inſtituti- 


on of the Lord s Supper. Now if we con- 
tider the actual Iuveſtiturè into this Power, 
there is nothing peculiar to Saint Peter. 
Our Saviour gives them all their Power 
togcther, in Words much of the ſame Na- 
8 : | ture 
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ture with that Promiſe before to St. Peter; 


Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe ſoever fins 


pe remit they are remitted, and whoſe ſoever 


ſius ye retain they are retained. And as for 
the Expreſſion, Upon this Rock I will baild 
my Church, there is much the ſame ſaid of 
all the Apoſtles. The Church is ſaid to 
be built upon the foundition of the Apoſtles, 
and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the” 
chief Corner-ſlone. 

3. The beit way to ſee whether St. Pe- 
ter had any ſuch Supremacy, will be to fee 
whether he exereiſed any, whether he did 
any Acts, or Ofices which belong to 1o: 
high a Power. There muſt be conſtantly 
ſo many occaſions for the exerciſe of that 
Power, that if he had any ſuch we could 
not miſs of Inſtances of it. The Times. 
of the Apoſtles were indeed, Times of 
greater Simplicity, than thele later Ages; 
and therefore 1 do not expect they thould 


ſhew me Sr. Peter Commanding afcer the: 
manner of our Modern Popes : But if they 
can ſhew me any one ſingle AX of Autho- 

a 1 FFT ES MS 5 
rity over the reſt of the Apaſlles; it they 
can !hew me St. Peter of himſelt, making. 
Laws, and Orders for the good Go ern- 
ment of the Church, or fo much as preft- 
1 3 ding 
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ding in the College of the Apoſtles ; if they 
can ſhew me any Appeals made to him, or 
Controverſies ended by him, or, among 
ſo many Controverſies as happened, any 
advice to repair to him, or command to o- 
bey him; T ſhall not ſnut my Eyes againſt 
the Diſcoveries. But to conſider this Mat- 
ter a little more particularly: As ſoon as 
our Bleſſed Saviour was Aſcended, there 
was an occaſion given to exerciſe this Sa- 
premacy in chuſing a new Apoſtle in the room 
of Fudas, Afs1i. But we ice that the me- 


thod taken was, that the whole Multitude | 


choſe Two, and then they caſt Lots which 

of the Two ſhould be the Apoſtle. And fo 
as to the chooſing of Deacons, Ads 7. the 
whole Multitude choſe them, and preſent- 
£d them, not to Peter, bur to all the Apo- 
files to be Ordained. 

If we look a little further into the Acts 
of the Apoſtles to Chap. 8. We ſhall find the 
_ Apſiles not ſent by St. Peter up and down 
to their buſineſs as occaſion required, but 
St. John and him ſent by them to Samarza 
which was not very mannerly nor very ft 


had they known him to be their Sovereign. 


Acts. 11. we find thoſe of the Circumciſi- 
on, contending with him, and forcing him 
5 to 


ER NG > a1, RE ca 


e Roman 0mmunion, 91 
to give an account of his Actions, and that 
without any Ceremony, or deference proper 
for one in ſo high a Place; and we ſee he 
pariently ſubmits to it, without ſtanding 
upon his Prerogative of being unaccoun- 
table, without chiding them for their In- 
ſolence, or any thing of that kind. 
Aas. 15. we find a ſolemn Meeting of 
the Apoſtles and Brethren at Jeruſalem, 
where Sr. Peter ſpeaks, indeed, as any o- 
ther Man might have done, but does not 
I preſide or determine any thing. The Apo- 
> | peal was to the Apoſtles and Elders at 2 
ruſalem, not to him alone; and if any thing 
in the whole Meeting was done Authori- 
2 | tatively by any ſingle Perſon, it was by 
St. James, for he paſſes Sentence, as you 
may ſee Verſe 19. 5 
If we go to the Fpi/es, we ſhall find 38 
little evidence of his Authority, as we have 
ec in the Hiſtory of the Church in the Ads of 
n the Apoſtles. . ä 
it The firſt Epiſtle is, that to the Romans, 
1; hot from St. Peter, but from St. Paul; 
it where there is not the leaſt notice taken 
71. either of St. Peter, or of the great Preroga- 
i- tives of that Church, which, one would 
im think, could hardly be avoided if St. Pack : 
_ had 
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had known any thing of them ; nay he ſays, 
ſome things which directly contradict 


their Pretences, which you may ſee Chap. 


11. He tells them there, that he ſpeaks 20 
them who were Gentiles, as being the Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles ? and if ſo, St. Peter mult 
not have had ſo near a relation to them, 
becauſe he was the Apoſtle of the Jes. 
Then he proceeds to adviſe them to have 


a care of themſelves, leſt they ſhould fall 


away, and be cut off; as you may fee ver. 


20. 21. Be not high minded but fear, for if.” 
GOD ſpared not the natural Branches, take | 
heed, leſt he alſo ſpare not thee. Its plain, 


that St. Paul at that time knew nothing of 


the great Privileges of that Church, of irs | 
being the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches | 
of its being the Center of Church Unity, | 
and of its being Infallibly ſecured from Er- 


ror and Apoſtacy. 


If we go on to the Fpiftle to the Corin- 
thians we ſhall find there a very proper oc- | 
caſion to mention St. Peters Authority, if | 
he had any ſuch as they boaſt of, as you 


may ſee 1 Fph. Chap. 1. Now this 1 ſay, 
that every one of you faith I am of Paul, and 


I of Apollos,and T of Cephas [or Peter] and 


1 of Chriſt ; is Chrift divided, or was Paul 


Cracified |© 
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} Crucified for you? Sc. Thoſe People certain- 

ly knew nothing of St. Peter s Supremacy, 

nor St. Paul neither, otherwiſe he would 
hardly have omitted to tell them of ſuch an 
' Infallille Cure for their Diviſions. 
In the Epiſtle of St. Paul to the Galati- 


Peters pretended Supremacy ; St. Paul tells 
1 | us there that he had noSyperzor,that he had 
„his Authority from none but Chriſt, Ch. 1. 
17. He compares himlelf with St. Peter, 
7 and ſays that the Miniſtry of the Uncircum- 


7. He mentions St. Peter as of the ſame 


the Face, becauſe he was to be blamed. All 
8 theſe things might be urged at large, but 
Ar I content my ſelf only ro mention them. 
But from all together, I think, I may well 
| conclude, that this Promiſe of our Saviour 
ay, did not intend St. Peter any Power over 


[nor any to his Succeſſors (if he had any) 
fed over the Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church, 


who 


* Þ ans we have many Arguments againit St. 


ciſion was committed to him as the Miniſtry. 
„ of the Circumciſion was unto Peter, Chap. 2. v. 


Authority with James and Fohn,when James, 
{ Cephas and John who ſeemed to be Pillars, 
Y> | Verſe the gth. And a little furcher he 
f tells us, how he openly withſtood Peter to 


1 the reſt of the Ayſtles, and conſequently, 
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who are Succeſſors of ys Apoſtles in gene- 
ral; tho we do not deny, but St. Peter | 

had a Power over the whole Church, but 
only as the reſt of the Apoſtles had, whoſe 
Care, and conſequently Authority, was not 
confined to particular Churches, as it was 
thought fir in order to the better Govern- | 
ment of the Church, rhat the Authority | 
of Biſhops ſhould be ſince, but was left at 
large, and unconfin'd as to any certain li- 
mits either of Perſons or Places. 5 

But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted, that 

St. Peter had ſuch Power, as they affirm 
he had, yet there is not one Word in Scrip- 
ture about aSucceſſer, or about the vaſt Pri- 

vileges of the Church of Rome in this Point. 
And in truth, there is as little evidence in H 
the Hiſtory of the Church for many Ages, 
of this pretended- Authority of the Biſhop 
of Rome, as there is in the Scriptures. 
Rome was at the time of the Planting 
the Chriſtian Religion, a vaſt City, and | 
the /7Zead of a very great Empire: This 
muſt of it ſelf, give the Biſhop of it a lm. 
great influence in the Affairs of the Church, IM 
which was almoſt all within the Roman 
Empire; this made all fort of Communi- Þ/ 
cation with him eaſy, by means of the 
e mighty 
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mighty reſort thar was made from all Parts 
ro the Capital City ; and the Greatneſs of 
his See, did in courſe of Time bring great 
Riches to it, and if we add to this, that it 
was honoured by the Preaching and Mar- 
tyrdom of two great Apoſtles, St. Peter 


and St. Paul, we ſee plain Reaſons why 


the Biſhops of Rome were likely to make 
a great Figure in the Church ; but as for 
real Authority, ſuch as is now pretended, 
there do not appear any footſteps of it for 


ſeveral Ages. 


As for Speculative Opinions, We may 
not perhaps have ſo certain an account of 
them ſo long after, unleſs of thoſe which 
by ſome accident or other came to be Diſ- 
puted. But Government is a Practical 


| thing, and there happens every day Oc- 


caſion to exerciſe it, eſpecially the Govern- 
ment of the whole Church ; and if the Pope 
had been from the beginning what he pre- 


tends to be, and what he now makes him- 


ſelf, his Power could have been no more a 
matter of Controverſy, than it could be 
made a Controverſy whether there were 
any Chriſtian Church; for the fame Hiſto- 
ry that clears the one, mult at the ſame 
ime clear the other. | 

The 
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The 01d Body of Hiſtory of the Chriſti- 
an Church is that of Exſebius, which con- 
rains an acount of the Affairs of it for a- 
bove 300 Years ; now if the Pope were 
Monarch ofthe Church for thoſe 300 Years, 
we can no more miſs to ſec it in that Hi- 
| ſtory, than we can read any Hiſtory of | 
England for ſuch a Number of Years, and | 
be uncertain whether we had here any | 
Hing or no, for ſo long a time: No Hiſto- 
ry hardly can be conceived ſo faulty or 
imperfect, as to leave ſuch a Matter a Sa- 
cret or uncertain ; And yet I would Chal- | 
lenge any indifferent Perſon to read that 
Hiſtory over, and to ſhew me but any one 
thing in it from which it can be probably | 
inferred, that the Biſhop of Rome was the 
Governour of the whole Church; whereas, t 
were it truly ſo, there muſt have been]! 
ſomething of it in almoſt every Page; Be- 
cauſe all the buſineſs of the Church mult} 5 
in a manner roul upon him. He muſt be 
the Perſon appeal d to in almoſt all Diffi- .! 
culties, we mult have found his Decrees inf fe 
all the great Affaires that paſſed, His De- q 
cretal Epiſtles muſt have been interſperſed} 15 
up and down in the whole Work; his Au- 
thority muſt have put an end to all W ; 
an 
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and Hereſies, or at leaſt their Rebellion againſt 
him muſt have been reckoned as one great 
part of their Crime. In a word (as I ſaid be- 
fore) the thing muſt have appeared as plain 
as that there was any King in Hugland for theſe 
laſt 300 Years: 
Next to that Hiſtory the moſt likely place 
to find his Authority, if he had any, is in the 
Works of St. Cyprian, which contain more of 
the Antient Diſcipline and Government of the 
Church, than is to be found in any other 9 
Author, eſpecially, if we add further, that a 
great part of his Works is only Letters to, or 
from Biſhops of Rome. We could not bur lee, 
in ſuch a number of Letters, whether he 
wrote to his Sovereign or not ; we ſhould ice 
it in the Tiles which he gives him, in his , 
in the deference which he pays him. In hort, 
the whole would ſome how or other ſhew 
that it was his Superior he was writing to, bur 
now the contrary to this is true. He never 
{peaks to him, or of him in his Letters to o- 
ther People, but by the Name of Brother; Le 
freely Cenſures him and his Opinions, juſt as 
he would do by any other Man, and wich as 
little deference or reſpect ; and he finally dif- 
fered from him in a Matter of great conſe- 
quence, that of Re- baptixing Hereticks, and Cal- 
led Councils of the Clergy, and raiied a great 
Party againſt him in it, and yet Wes never, 
that J have heard of, charged either with K- 
bellion, or Schiſin, or Here upon that account; 
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but is to this day reputea a Saint in Heaven, 
[ To conclude this Matter, The whole D/ 
cipline of the Ancient Univerſal Church, plain- | 
ly ſhews that the Government of it Was an Ai 1 
ſtocrac), eſpecially, that ſtrict Account that 
Biſhops were to give to their Fellow Biſhops up | 
and down the World, of their Ordination, and 
their Frith, and other Matters in order to hold 
Communion with one another, which as it is 
left off ſince the Pope's Authority came up, ſo || 
the uſeé of it, muſt have been inconſiſtent with }] 
tit, for it was taking the Fudgment of Things | 
and Per{on5 into their own Hands, which muſt | 
not have belonged to them, but to the Sove- 
reign High Frieſt. | ll 
In a word, their forging ſo many Decretal E- 
piſtles for the Biſhops of Rome for ſo many Ages, 
zs a plain Argument that they have no true 
| Evidences of the exerciſe of ſuch Authority 
in the Antient Church, as is now pretended to. 
| Had ſuch Authority been then exerciſed they 
needed not have been put to the forging Evi- 
| dences of it; we could not calily have miſs'd 
of as many true Decretal Epiſzles, as we have 
now yorged ones, ſomething or other we muſt 
| at leaft, have heard of theirs, upon all the E- 
mer Tent Controverſies and Difficulties that hap- 
pen'd in the Church: In ſhort, We mutt have 
known of the Authority of the Hopes of thoſe 
Ages, by the ſame methods we know of the 
Authority of the then Emperors, by their Acti- 
en, by their Laws, by their Reſcripts, by ti 51 
Bulls, 
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Bulls, and by the whole Courſe of their Go- 
derument. And therefore we muſt not judge 
of a thing of that Nature, by ſome few acc;- 
dental and genera! Expreſſions in Authors, or 
by Compliments, which the Biſhops of 10 great &. 
See could not eaſily miſs of. 

The It Argument ] ſhall make uſe of is this, 
That it is not eaſily to be believed, that Feſrs 
Cheiſt has left ſuch an Authority in his Church 
without leav ing at leaſt, ſome Rules about 
it ; ſuch as %, and by whom the Perſon who 
15 inveſted with it is to be Choſen, bea his Au- 
thority is to be executed, and what are the 
bounds and limits of it, or whether it has any 
bounds; Or no: Thele are Matters of great con- 
ſequence, which have been the occaſion of a 
great many Schiſms, and might have been, or 


may ſtill be the occaſion of a great many 


more; Beſides, that ſo vaſt an Offce without 
any ſet limits, is mighty apt to degenerate. 
into Lyraum, and to betray Men into great 


Exorbitancies, to tempt them to leave the Sim- 


plicity of the Goſpel, to Ulurp upon the. 
Rights of other People, and to affect at laſt, 
a Secular Dominion inſtead of a Spiritual Office. 
In fact, the want of ſome ſuch Rules to li- 
mit and confine his Authority has made great 


differences in the Church of Rome about this 


Matter : Some ſay, he has a plenitude of Power ; 
others ſay, that he is confined to the Canons of 


the Church; ſome ſay, that he is above a Genc- 


ral Council, others deny it ; ſome lay, that he has 
| EA BR 
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the Supreme Authority over all the World, not 
only in Spirituals, but alſo in Temporals, that 
he has a Power to Ere# Kingdoms, to give a- 
9 Kingdoms to deprive Princes of their Do- 
minions, and to take away the Obligation of 
Subjects to their Allegiance; others there are, 
who either qualify this with diſtincticus, or elſe 
quite deny it; laſtly, ſome there are who ſay, 
that he is Infallible, that what he ſolemnly de- 
termines ought to be a Rule and Law to all 


Chriſtians, andto be taken as the Dictate of 


the Holy Ghoſt but many there are who deny 
this too; beſides all which, there are many 
Diſputes about his Power of granting Indi. 
gencies, his diſpenſing with Oaths and Vows, and 
wich the Laws both of GOD and the Charch. 
Iheſe are Differences of great moment, both 
with relation to Faith and Fractice, and may 
carry Men as different ways as Light and Dark- 
"eſs are different, or as different as Truth is 
rom the molt monſtrous Hereſies in the World. 
Thus if the Pope be not above a General Council 
he may carry thoſe into a State of Schi/mz and 
Di{cbedience who believe he is; if he cannot 


_ diſpenſe with Oaths and Laws, and Vows, he 


nay carry thoſe into great Sins who believe 


he can; if he cannot Depoſe Princes, he may 


carry thoſe into Rebellion, Perjury, Murther, and 
all forts of Villanies who are led by him; and 
if he be not Infallible, as he pretends to be, 


GOD knows whither he may carry thoſe 


who follow him; And ſo on the other ſide, 
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if he has all theſe Prerogatives, they are in as 
| much danger who ſay, that he has not. ] 
If Chriſt had thought fit to appoint a Head 
of his Church, I cannot imagine, but He 
| would have given the Church ſome Rules a- 
bout his Power, and the Obedience that was 
due to him: And I cannot but wonder how 
the ſame Church holds Perions that are of ſo 
contrary Opinions in Matters of this conſe- 
quence: Let us only confider that ſingle Point 
of the Pope's Infullibility; T have already ſhew- 
| ed that thoſe who do believe it, muſt have a 
different Rule of Faith from thoſe who do nor, 
becauſe his Determinations muſt be part. of the 
Rule of their Faith, and conſequently, they 
muſt have a different Religion, from thoſe who 
do not believe it. But that which I would 
inſiſt upon at preſent, is this, That for a Per- 
ſon to affirm himſelf to be fallible, and to be 
appointed by GOD for the Supreme Guide and 
Conductor of the Faith of Chiiſtians, fo that 
| whatſoever he ſhall /olemn!y determine muſt be 
, believed true without examining ; I ſay, for a 
2 Perſon to affirm this of himſelf, ſuppoſing 
it be falſe, is downright Hereſy, and that as 
4 grofe and dangerous Hereſy as almoſt any Man 
can fall into: Now to illuſtrate this, I would 
only propoſe one thing; Suppoſe Henry VIII. 
inſtead of thoſe other Matters in which he 
differed from the Church of Rome, had affirm- 
ed only this one Point; That GOD had made 
him Iufallible, and appointed him to be the 
3 „ Guide 
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102 An Addreſs to thoſe 
Guide of all Chriſtians; Would this have made 
him a Heritick, or would it not ? There is no 
Queſtion, but they muſt ſay, this would have 
made him and all his Followers fo, or if there 
| be any worſe Name by which they could call 
| them; for if he were in their Opinion, a He- 
retick for pretending to be the Head only of 
| the Church of England, and that without Ifalli- 
] bility ; How much more muſt the other have 
| made him ſo ? Now what is Here/y in one, muſt 
be Hereſy in every body, ſuppoſing it equally filſe; 
| for Hereſy is not made ſo by difference of Per- 
ſons, but by the Nature of Things, All-there- 
fore that believe the Pope not to be Inf/livle, 
muſt as much believe this Pretence to be H- 
reſy in him, and his followers, as they would in 
the Caſe of Henry VIII. for the Matter is the 
ſame in both, and the Pretence ſuppoſed to 
be equally falſe in both, but muſt be much more 
dangerous in the Pope, becauſe more People are 
like to be ſeduced by him. That Reaſon 
which makes thoſe of the Roman Church who 
deny his I»fallibility, yet not ſpeak, or think | 
ſo ſeverely of it, as they would do of the | 
ſame Pretence in another Man, izreally fo far | _ 
from excuſing it, that it aggravates the Mat- 
ter and makes it worſe and much more da- 
. than it would be in any other: They |} 
o not ſpeak out, becauſe the Perſon who 
pretends to this Privilege, has great Authori- | - 
ty among them, and is at the Head of their 
Church, whereas this is the very thing 3 
makes 


1 


of the Roman Communion. 103 
makes ſuch a Pretence the more pernicious, 


that he has great Authority even with the 


wyrole Body of that Church, and has a very 
great Number of them, who ſay, That if he 

determines Vertue to be Vice, and Vice to be Ver- 
tue; and the ſame, if he determines Infidelity 
to be Faith, yet he muſt be followed: GOD 
knows how many People ſuch a one may car- 
ry with him into Hereſtes, or Immoralities, or e- 
ven to Hell it ſelf, = 

Perhaps they think that GOD will take 

care of his Church, and will not ſuffer any 
thing of that kind to happen ; but ſure they 

have little reaſon to expect ſuch a miraculous 
care over them, who encourage the Pope and 
his Followers in ſuch a peſtilent Hereſy, by living 
in Communion with him, and owning him 
for the Head of their Church. But beſides, 
how do they main that GOD will take care 
of his Church,when he has ſuffered a Perſon, 
whom they own to be the Head of it, to fall 
into ſuch a dangerous Hereſy ? Will GOD 
preſerve him, that he ſhall fall into no other 
Hereſies? How do they know that, or how. 


can they expect it? If any thing puts a Man 


out of the care and protection of GOD, cer- 


; rainly ſuch a falſe pretence as that, is moſt 


likely to do it: And as for thoſe who will 
ſtick by ſuch a Perfon notwithſtanding they 


| ſee the falſneſs of his Pretences, they have 


realon to expect, that GOD ſhould give them o- 
ver to ſtrong deluſions, rather than take any ex- 
_ traordinary 
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104 An Addreſs to thoſe 
traordinary care of them while they are in 
{uch a way. 

I have now done with what IT at fr/# prope[- 
ed to ſpeak to, And I cannot but hope that I 
have ſaid enough to give you juſt reaſon to 
comply with the Laws of your Country in 
theſe matters. This I am ſure of, that I have 
not willingly mi/rereſented any thing, or made 
uſe of any reaſoning which did not firſt convince 
my ſelf; if, in this ſhort Addreſs, I have not 
anſwered all the difficulties in theſe matters, 
or if you deſire ſatisfaction in the other points 
of Controverſy betwixt us and your Church, 
I muſt renew my Requeſt to vou, that you 
would conſult ſome of our D:vines, or read 
ſome of thoſe Becks which have been written 
upon the ſeveral Sie, which 1 am perſ- 
waded, can hardly fail of Convincing you, if 
they are read impartially. As for my felt, if 
I find by the ſucceſs of this, that any thing I 
can do, may help forward your Converiion,l 
ſhall be very glad to take any further pains 
init; And in the mean time ſhall not fail ro 
put up my Prayers toAlmighty GOD vn your 
behalf, that he would be pleated to take away 
all Prejudice, to open your Eyes and bring 
you tothe knowledge of the Truth. 
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